
Can Christians Have Anxiety?

Anxiety is a common human experience – a feeling of worry, fear, or nervousness – and being a Christian

does not make one immune to it. In fact, nearly 1 in 5 adults in the U.S. suffers from an anxiety disorder in

any given year, and over 30% will experience one at some point in their lives National Institute of Mental

Health. These statistics include people of faith. Yet some believers worry that experiencing anxiety means

they lack faith or are falling short spiritually. Can Christians have anxiety? The resounding answer is yes.

Christians, like anyone else, can and do struggle with anxiety. Importantly, feeling anxious is not itself a sin

or a sign of weak faith. Plenty of devoted, “faith-filled” Christians – including biblical heroes – have battled

anxiety in various forms (Crosswalk). What matters is how we understand it and respond in light of our trust

in God. This article will explore a Christian perspective on anxiety: what it is, why even strong believers may

experience it, what the Bible says about it, and how faith,  modern medicine, and practical strategies can

work together to find hope and healing.

Understanding Anxiety – Physiology and Prevalence

Anxiety Defined: In simple terms, anxiety is a state of inner turmoil, often focused on the future or things

that could go wrong. It ranges from normal “nerves” (like feeling jittery before a test or job interview) to a

debilitating disorder. Biologically, anxiety is tied to our God-given “fight-or-flight” response – an automatic

reaction  to  perceived  danger.  For  example,  when  you  sense  a  threat,  a  part  of  your  brain  called  the

amygdala triggers the release of stress hormones (like adrenaline and cortisol) to help you either face the

danger or flee from it (Medical News Today). This surge causes familiar anxiety symptoms: a racing heart,

rapid breathing, tense muscles, sweating, and that feeling of dread or panic. In moderation, this response

can be protective (alerting us to real threats). However, anxiety becomes problematic when it’s frequent,

overwhelming, or disconnected from any real danger.

Anxiety Disorders: While almost everyone feels anxious at times, some people develop anxiety disorders,

where  these  feelings  become  persistent  and  disrupt  daily  life.  Examples  include  generalized  anxiety

disorder (constant  worry  about  many  things),  panic  disorder (sudden  panic  attacks),  social  anxiety

(intense  fear  of  social  situations),  phobias,  OCD,  and  PTSD.  According  to  the  American  Psychiatric

Association, anxiety disorders are the most common mental health condition, affecting nearly 30% of adults

at  some point  (APA).  Symptoms can range from physical  signs  –  pounding heart,  shortness  of  breath,

dizziness, insomnia – to excessive anxious thoughts that are hard to control. If untreated, severe anxiety can

impair one’s ability to work, socialize, or even leave the house.

Who Experiences Anxiety: Simply put, anyone can experience anxiety, including Christians. Anxiety does

not discriminate by age, gender, ethnicity, or religion. Children, adults, men and women – all may face it.

Research  shows  women are  somewhat  more  likely  to  have  clinical  anxiety  than  men,  and  factors  like

genetics, brain chemistry, personality, and life experiences (trauma, chronic stress) all contribute. It’s crucial

to recognize that anxiety itself is a health issue, not a spiritual failing. A Christian is just as likely as anyone

else to deal with anxiety disorders, and that’s not due to a lack of faith – it’s part of living in a fallen world

and having human bodies and brains that are vulnerable to illness and imbalance.

1

The information presented is for educational and inspirational purposes only, it is not intended as medical advice.

CRAIGCHAMBERLIN.US

https://chatgpt.com/?utm_src=deep-research-pdf
https://chatgpt.com/?utm_src=deep-research-pdf
https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/statistics/any-anxiety-disorder
https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/statistics/any-anxiety-disorder
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/can-christians-have-anxiety.html
https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/amygdala-hijack
https://www.psychiatry.org/patients-families/anxiety-disorders/what-are-anxiety-disorders


Real-Life Example: “Jane” is  a committed Christian in her 30s who began experiencing panic

attacks after a major life  stress.  She would suddenly feel  terror for no obvious reason – heart

pounding, feeling unable to breathe – and then shame, wondering if her faith was too weak. At her

worst, Jane had  multiple panic attacks per week and constant worry (rated 9/10 in anxiety). She

prayed  fervently,  but  the  physical  symptoms  persisted.  Eventually,  Jane  sought  help  from  a

Christian counselor and a doctor. With a combination of cognitive-behavioral therapy, learning to

meditate  on  Scripture,  support  from  her  church  small  group,  and  a  short-term  anti-anxiety

medication, Jane improved significantly. After about six months, her panic attacks decreased to

around one per month, and her daily anxiety levels dropped by over 50% (down to about 3–4/10).

She testified that seeking professional help alongside prayer was a key step of faith – trusting God

to work through available resources. Now, Jane still faces occasional anxious moments, but she

manages them far better and lives a joyful, productive life.

This example illustrates that  faith and anxiety can coexist,  and that it’s  wise (not unfaithful)  to utilize

practical help. In the next sections, we’ll  see why experiencing anxiety is not incompatible with being a

faithful Christian.

Why Christians Are Not Exempt from Anxiety

Fallen World and Frail Bodies: Christianity teaches that we live in a  fallen world affected by sin and its

consequences (Genesis 3). This includes sickness and suffering of all kinds – mental as well as physical.

Becoming a follower of Jesus does not instantly erase all consequences of living in a mortal body. Just as

Christians can catch the flu or develop diabetes, they can also suffer from depression or anxiety disorders.

Our brains and nervous systems are not automatically immune to imbalance or illness. “Becoming a follower

of Jesus doesn’t make you perfect and it doesn’t make you immune to suffering or the hardships that came when

sin entered the world,” writes one Christian author, noting that even the most faithful believers may struggle

with anxiety (LoTanner).  What sets Christians apart is not an absence of trouble, but the presence of a

trustworthy God with us in trouble. Jesus explicitly told His disciples, “In this world you will have trouble. But

take heart! I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). In other words, we are assured that difficulties (including

mental and emotional ones) will come, but we can have hope and peace in Christ amid them.

Biblical Examples of Anxiety: Far from hiding the fact that godly people can feel anxious, the Bible gives

examples of it. Many heroes of faith had anxious moments or seasons:

King David – a man after God’s heart – wrote psalms that reveal episodes of deep anxiety and

despair. He speaks of trembling, sleepless nights, and fear of enemies (e.g. “Fear and trembling have

beset me; horror has overwhelmed me” – Psalm 55:5; “When anxiety was great within me, your

consolation brought me joy” – Psalm 94:19). David clearly loved God yet experienced real fear and

mental anguish. 

Moses – called by God to lead Israel – was so anxious about his calling that he pleaded with God to

send someone else. He worried about his speaking ability and the people’s reaction (Exodus 3–4).

God had to reassure him multiple times, providing Aaron to help, which shows God’s understanding

of Moses’ human anxiety. 

Elijah – the prophet who won a great victory at Mt. Carmel – soon after fell into intense anxiety and

depression when threatened by Queen Jezebel. Elijah fled into the wilderness in fear for his life and

became so distraught he prayed for death (1 Kings 19:3–4). God met him there with gentle care

(providing food, rest, and a “still small voice” of encouragement) rather than rebuke. 

• 

• 

• 
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Martha – a personal friend of Jesus – became “worried and upset about many things” while hosting

Jesus, to the point of frustration (Luke 10:40–41). Jesus gently corrected her perspective, but He did

not accuse her of unbelief; rather, He invited her to refocus on what mattered. 

The Apostle Paul – a great leader of the early church – openly admitted to feeling pressure and 

“anxiety” for the well-being of the young churches (see 2 Corinthians 11:28). He cared so deeply that

it sometimes weighed on him. 

Even Jesus in His humanity experienced extreme distress. In the Garden of Gethsemane, on the

night before His crucifixion, Jesus said, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death”

(Matthew 26:38). As He prayed about the “cup” of suffering He was to face, the Gospels describe Him

as being in agony and His sweat falling like drops of blood (Luke 22:44) – a sign of intense anguish.

Jesus pleaded, “Father, if You are willing, take this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be done” (Luke

22:42). Though without sin, Jesus felt the natural human desire to avoid pain and the anxiety of

anticipation, yet He entrusted Himself to the Father’s will.

These examples demonstrate that  experiencing anxiety is not incompatible with loving God or being

loved by God. Scripture does not portray these individuals as faithless because they struggled with fear.

Rather, it shows God’s compassion toward them in their distress. If biblical figures like David, Moses, Elijah,

Paul – and our Lord Jesus Himself – could express fear and anxiety, we should not shame today’s believers

who experience the same. Faithful Christians can have anxiety, and it doesn’t mean God has abandoned

them or that they are “bad” Christians. It means they are human. 

Moreover, spiritual warfare may at times play a role. The Apostle Peter, after urging believers to cast their

anxieties on God, immediately warns, “Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a

roaring lion looking for  someone to  devour” (1  Peter  5:7–8).  Many Christians recognize that  our spiritual

adversary will seize on our weaknesses – including fear – to try to discourage or deceive us. Anxiety can be

exacerbated by lies (e.g. “God won’t help you” or “things will never get better”) that we must combat with God’s

truth. Thankfully, “greater is He that is in us than he that is in the world” (1 John 4:4). Through prayer and faith

we can resist such attacks, but being subject to fear at times is part of being “on the battlefield” spiritually.

The key is to resist letting fear drive us away from God; instead, we run toward God with our fears.

What Does the Bible Say About Anxiety and Worry?

The Bible is extraordinarily honest about human fear and worry, and it offers profound encouragement to

those feeling anxious. “Do not fear” (or similar phrases like “fear not,” “do not be afraid,” “do not worry”) is

one of the most frequent commands in Scripture – by some counts, over 300 times God tells His people not

to be afraid (Crosswalk). This repetition itself is instructive: God  knows we will feel fear and anxiety (“He

remembers that we are dust” – Psalm 103:14), and He continually reminds us of the reason we don’t have to

stay in fear: He is with us.

Here are some key biblical principles and promises regarding anxiety:

God’s Presence and Care: The most common reason given in Scripture for “fear not” is  because

God is with you. For example, “Do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I

will  strengthen  you  and  help  you” (Isaiah  41:10).  Similarly,  “Be  strong  and  courageous.  Do  not  be

afraid...for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go” ( Joshua 1:9). The antidote to fear is not

pretending dangers don’t exist, but knowing that no danger or trial is bigger than God and that He

never leaves us alone in it. “Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7, NIV) is

• 

• 

• 
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both a command and a comfort – God invites us to offload our worries onto His shoulders, assuring

us of His fatherly care. A Christian can take great solace in knowing God sees your anxious heart and

truly cares about it. As Jesus taught, our Father even feeds the sparrows and clothes the flowers, so

“don’t worry – you are worth more than many sparrows” (Matthew 6:25–34 paraphrased). 

Prayer and Trust: The Bible encourages us to respond to anxiety by turning to prayer.  “Do not be

anxious about anything, but in  every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your

requests to God” (Philippians 4:6, NIV). This is not a harsh scolding but a loving instruction. God wants

us to bring everything – every fear, need, and request – to Him in prayer. When we do, “the peace of

God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians

4:7). In practice, this means when anxiety rises, we consciously pause to pray: “Lord, here’s what I’m

worried about… please help me. I thank You that You are in control.” This act of surrender can calm

our  racing thoughts  as  we refocus  on God’s  power  and promises.  Jesus  also  specifically  taught

against chronic worry: “Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life?” (Luke 12:25). Rather,

He said,  “Seek first  [God’s]  kingdom… and all  these things [your needs]  will  be given to you as well”

(Matthew 6:33). Thus, we combat anxiety by entrusting our needs to God’s provision one day at a

time. 

Not Meant to Shame: It’s vital to understand that when God says “fear not,” He is not condemning

people for feeling afraid. Often these commands are coupled with gentle reassurance. For instance,

when Jesus told His disciples, “Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid” (John 14:27), it

was right after promising to give them His peace. He was encouraging them to trust Him amid

upcoming hardship, not scolding them for their emotional response. Likewise, “do not worry about

tomorrow” (Matthew 6:34) comes after the reminder that our Heavenly Father knows our needs.

God’s Word acknowledges that anxiety is a natural human reaction, but then lovingly redirects us:

“When I am afraid, I put my trust in You” (Psalm 56:3). Over and over, Scripture says in effect: “Yes, you

will feel fear – but you can hand that fear over to Me. I’ve got you.” Jesus even used tender humor to

illustrate God’s care:  “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them falls to the ground

outside  your  Father’s  care… So don’t  be  afraid;  you are  worth  more  than many sparrows” (Matthew

10:29-31). Far from shaming us, God desires to relieve us of fear by assuring us of His love, power,

and good plan.

Anxiety vs. Faith: The Bible does teach that  persistent worry can reflect a struggle of faith – if we

cling to  our  fears  without  ever  bringing them to  God.  Jesus  gently  rebuked excessive  worry  by

saying, “O you of little faith!” (Matthew 6:30), meaning that anxiety often stems from forgetting God’s

fatherly care. However, this is intended to spur us toward greater trust, not to label us as hopeless. A

Christian’s goal is to  grow in faith so that, over time, fear is replaced with confidence in God. But

that growth is a journey. Even the disciples panicked in a storm (Luke 8:24) and Jesus had to remind

them to trust. We, too, will have ups and downs. Importantly, having an anxiety disorder – which can

have biological  causes –  is  not  a  deliberate lack of  trust;  it’s  often an involuntary condition.  We

should be careful  not  to  misapply  Jesus’  words to condemn someone who has panic  attacks or

chronic anxiety despite praying. God understands our frame. He invites us to practice trust step by

step, seeking His help for our unbelief (Mark 9:24). 

Is Anxiety a Sin? In general, feeling anxious is not considered a sin in the Bible. Emotions by themselves

may be morally neutral – it’s what we do with them that can become sinful or not. Nowhere are we told that

simply experiencing fear or anxiety is a transgression. In fact, as we saw, many faithful people felt these
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emotions. That said, anxiety  can have a spiritual dimension. If a person continually  dwells in worry and

refuses to trust God at all, it can lead to sinful attitudes. For example, if someone’s anxiety drives them to

disobey God or to assume “God isn’t good,” that could be seen as a lack of faith. One Christian counselor

explains: “While anxiety as an emotion or a brain disorder is not a sin, there are times anxiety can become sinful –

such as when we let fears take over to the point that we stop trusting God and effectively make an  idol of our

fears” (Crosswalk). In other words, if we embrace worry and give it the highest place in our mind – higher

than God – that is spiritually unhealthy. Jesus warned against hearts “weighed down with…the anxieties of

life” (Luke 21:34) because they can choke out the fruit of the Word (Luke 8:14). The remedy is to intentionally

turn our focus back to God’s power. 

It’s important to approach this topic with nuance and compassion. Someone with an anxiety disorder is

usually  not choosing to lack trust; they often  hate the fact that they can’t control their anxious feelings.

Telling such a person “your anxiety is a sin” only adds misplaced guilt to their burden. A better approach is

encouragement:  “I know you’re battling fear, but God is for you. He understands; let’s seek Him together.” We

should follow the Apostle Paul’s guidance: “Warn the idle and disruptive, encourage the faint-hearted, help the

weak, be patient with everyone” (1 Thessalonians 5:14).  A person plagued by anxiety is “faint-hearted” or

“weak” in that moment – our role is to encourage and help, not to accuse. We can gently remind them (and

ourselves) that God is trustworthy even when feelings scream otherwise. Over time, as faith grows, anxiety

can diminish – but it’s a process under God’s grace.

Integrating Faith and Modern Medicine in Overcoming Anxiety

God has given us a wealth of resources – both spiritual  and practical – to help manage and overcome

anxiety. Trusting God and taking practical steps are not opposed; they go hand-in-hand. As Christians, we

affirm that all truth is God’s truth, whether it comes through Scripture or scientific research. Seeking help

for anxiety is a form of wisdom, not a lack of faith. In the same way a Christian diabetic takes insulin

without guilt, a Christian with severe anxiety can pursue counseling or medication while still trusting God as

the  ultimate  healer.  In  fact,  one  Christian  mental  health  ministry  plainly  states:  “Yes,  Christians  should

consider mental health  medications and therapy if needed – because it’s not only scriptural, it’s wise” (Mental

Health Grace Alliance). God often works through means – including doctors, medicines, and therapists – to

answer our prayers for peace. Below are some approaches to dealing with anxiety that combine biblical

wisdom with evidence-based practices:

1. Prayer, Scripture, and Spiritual Disciplines

For a Christian, the first line of defense against anxiety is nurturing your relationship with God. Prayer is a

powerful outlet for anxiety:  “Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you” (Psalm 55:22). This can be

done through spontaneous prayer, journaling your worries to God, or asking others to pray with you. Many

have found that praying the Psalms (which often start in anxiety and end in trust) can be very comforting.

Scripture meditation is another tool: deliberately filling your mind with God’s promises crowds out some of

the anxious thoughts. Verses like “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1)

or “When I am afraid, I put my trust in You” (Psalm 56:3) repeated in your heart can act as a shield of faith. 

Jesus modeled turning to prayer under intense stress. In Gethsemane, He prayed multiple times, honestly

laying  out  His  anguish  and  then  surrendering  to  God’s  will  (Matthew  26:36–44).  Philippians  4:6,  as

mentioned,  urges  converting  anxieties  into  prayers  with  thanksgiving.  Gratitude  is  a  proven  anxiety-
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reducer – it shifts focus onto the positive and reminds us of past faithfulness. Perhaps each night, you can

write down three things you thank God for; this practice can gradually train your mind toward hope.

Other spiritual practices can help as well:  worship and praise can lift a heavy heart, as focusing on God’s

greatness  diminishes  our  fears.  Playing  worship  music  when  anxiety  spikes  can  redirect  emotions.

Fellowship with other believers is crucial too – we’re not meant to struggle alone. Find a trusted friend,

pastor, or support group at church where you can confess anxieties and receive prayer and encouragement

(“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ” – Galatians 6:2). Sometimes just

voicing your fears to an empathetic brother or sister in Christ can relieve some pressure and help you feel

understood.

Faith vs.  Anxiety  Techniques: Some Christians  have found it  helpful  to  memorize  specific  “fear  not”

verses to counter panic. For example, when anxious thoughts flood in, you might repeat 2 Timothy 1:7: “For

God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.” Viewing anxiety as an

opportunity to exercise faith can reframe the experience:  “This is my chance to trust God more deeply.” In

practice, this might mean deliberately choosing to do something you fear (as God leads) while trusting God

for strength. Over time, little “steps of faith” can expand your comfort zone and shrink fears. That said, faith

is not the  absence of feeling anxious, but the courage to move forward trusting God despite the feeling.

Even Queen Esther likely felt anxiety when she risked approaching the king, but she prayed and then acted

(Esther 4:16). 

Finally, remember that experiencing God’s peace is often a process. Don’t be discouraged if anxiety returns

periodically. The biblical ideal is to increasingly cast cares on God and receive His peace, but most of us

grow into that through repeated trials and encouragements. Continue saturating yourself in God’s truth

(which combats the lies anxiety tells) – for instance, keep reminding yourself of God’s sovereignty (Matthew

10:29-31), His presence (Hebrews 13:5), His past faithfulness in your life, and your identity in Christ (you are

God’s beloved child, not defined by your anxious feelings). These spiritual truths build an internal stability

that makes anxiety easier to manage.

2. Wise Counsel and Therapy

While prayer and scripture are foundational, Christians should not hesitate to also seek professional help

for anxiety. The Bible extols the value of wise counsel:  “Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers

they succeed” (Proverbs 15:22). Mental health professionals – counselors, therapists, psychologists – are akin

to modern-day “wise advisers” who are trained to help people navigate emotional and cognitive difficulties.

A godly counselor can provide tools and perspectives to overcome anxiety that you might not discover on

your own. Even a secular therapist can offer effective techniques that align with biblical principles (such as

learning to renew your mind and take thoughts captive – see Romans 12:2, 2 Corinthians 10:5 – which is

very much like cognitive-behavioral therapy). 

Christian  Counseling: Many  believers  find  it  ideal  to  work  with  a  Christian  counselor  or  a  pastor

knowledgeable  in  counseling,  so  that  spiritual  issues  can  be  addressed  alongside  psychological  ones.

Christian counselors will often integrate prayer and scripture into therapy. For example, they might help

you confront distorted thought patterns (e.g. catastrophizing worst-case scenarios) and replace them with

truth from God’s Word. A counselor can also teach relaxation techniques, help uncover root causes (like past

trauma) that may underlie your anxiety, and suggest lifestyle changes (sleep, exercise, boundaries) that

improve mental health – all within a framework of faith. The goal is not to rely on human wisdom instead of
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God, but to use all God-given means to find wholeness. Just as God can use a surgeon’s hands to heal a

broken leg, He can use a counselor’s skills to heal a hurting mind.

It’s worth noting that Cognitive-Behavioral Therapy (CBT) is considered a gold-standard, evidence-based

treatment for anxiety disorders – with a strong track record of helping people reduce symptoms (Psychiatry

Journal).  CBT aligns well  with biblical  ideas:  it  involves identifying fearful  or false thoughts and actively

restructuring  them into  more  truthful,  constructive  ones.  For  a  Christian,  this  rings  of  “renewing your

mind” (Romans 12:2) and clinging to truth. For instance, someone plagued by the thought “I can’t handle

this, it will never get better” learns to challenge that: “Actually, with God’s help I can face this, and it will pass

because God promises to sustain me.” Such therapy, especially when combined with prayer, can be very

powerful.  Exposure therapy (gradually facing fears in a controlled way) is another technique that, when

done with support, can essentially help “train” your brain not to panic in certain situations by showing that

you actually are safe. This reflects a biblical notion too – that  practice and perseverance lead to growth

(James 1:2-4). By carefully and repeatedly confronting fears (instead of always avoiding them), Christians

can build resilience and see that God carries them through, which reinforces faith and reduces phobic

anxiety.

If seeking therapy, do your research to find a reputable, licensed counselor. There is no shame in this. Sadly,

in the past some church communities stigmatized mental health treatment, implying that a “strong enough”

Christian shouldn’t need counseling. But that attitude is changing as we realize it’s similar to saying a strong

Christian shouldn’t need a doctor for a broken bone. In reality,  God often works through people with

specialized training to bring healing. The church can complement therapy by providing spiritual support,

prayer, and accountability as someone goes through the healing process.

3. Medical Treatment (Medication) without Guilt

For some individuals,  especially those with moderate to severe anxiety disorders,  medication can be a

helpful part of treatment. Christians sometimes feel hesitant about psychiatric medication, fearing it signals

a lack of faith or that they’re relying on pills instead of God. It’s important to address this concern: using

medication for a genuine medical condition is not a spiritual cop-out; it can be a gift from God’s providence.

One Biblical Counseling ministry explains it this way: “Is it wrong to use anti-anxiety medication? No – taking

medicine to find relief and function better is a morally acceptable goal” (Biblical Counseling Center). In other

words, if anxiety is so intense that it’s disabling, a temporary medication may provide enough relief to allow

a person to engage in normal life and benefit from therapy. That’s a positive outcome, not a sin.

How might medication help? Certain anti-anxiety medications or antidepressants can correct imbalances in

neurotransmitters (brain chemicals like serotonin) that are linked to anxiety. For example,  SSRIs (selective

serotonin reuptake inhibitors) are commonly prescribed for chronic anxiety and have been shown to reduce

symptoms by stabilizing mood and dampening excessive worry signals. Other meds like benzodiazepines

can very quickly calm acute panic symptoms by slowing down nervous system activity (though these are

usually for short-term or occasional use due to dependency risks). Beta-blockers can control the physical

adrenaline effects (tremors, rapid heart rate) in anxiety-provoking situations like public speaking. In short,

medications address the biological aspect of anxiety, essentially “turning down the volume” on the fight-

or-flight alarm so that a person can think more clearly and apply other coping strategies.

From a Christian perspective, we can view this help as analogous to taking Tylenol for a painful injury – it

doesn’t heal the injury, but it relieves pain so you can do what’s needed to heal. Medication  by itself is

7

The information presented is for educational and inspirational purposes only, it is not intended as medical advice.

CRAIGCHAMBERLIN.US

https://psychiatryonline.org/doi/full/10.1176/appi.focus.20200045
https://psychiatryonline.org/doi/full/10.1176/appi.focus.20200045
https://biblicalcounselingcenter.org/anxiety-medication/


usually not a cure for anxiety; it’s most effective when combined with therapy and healthy lifestyle changes.

It manages symptoms, but as one counselor noted,  “Medicine can change the way anxiety  feels, but it can’t

change the  thought patterns causing anxiety” (Tim Allchin, BCC). That’s where therapy and spiritual growth

come in. Nonetheless, using medicine to correct a chemical imbalance or to stabilize a crisis is a valid and

often wise choice. We should remember that God is the source of all knowledge – He gave scientists the

insight to develop these treatments. Just as we thank God for antibiotics treating infections, we can thank

Him for SSRIs treating anxiety. 

If you are considering medication, it’s best done under the care of a qualified physician or psychiatrist, and

ideally one who respects your faith and values. Always seek medical advice for your specific situation. And

do not abruptly stop any medication without consulting your doctor (some require tapering off). It’s also

beneficial to pray for discernment: ask God to guide you and your doctor in whether medication is needed

for you, and if so, which one. Many Christians report that medication was a God-send that helped restore

their ability to function and enjoy life, enabling them to then more fully engage in ministry, family, and

spiritual practices. Others may not need it or may use it only temporarily. It’s a very individual decision – one

that should be free of stigma. In Christ, there is freedom to use any tool that promotes true healing and

well-being.

4. Lifestyle and Holistic Strategies

Beyond therapy and medication, there are several practical steps – often overlooked “common sense” health

practices – that can significantly reduce anxiety and reflect good stewardship of the body God gave you:

Exercise: Regular physical activity is one of the most effective natural anxiety relievers. It releases

endorphins, improves sleep, and reduces the body’s stress hormones. Even a daily walk or 30

minutes of moderate exercise can calm the nervous system. This aligns with caring for your body as

the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19) – a healthy body can positively influence mood and

resilience. 

Rest and Sleep: Fatigue and chronic lack of sleep can greatly exacerbate anxiety (ever notice how

worries loom larger late at night?). God designed us to need rest; He even gave the Sabbath

principle as a reminder to pause and renew. Make adequate sleep a priority and consider relaxing

bedtime routines (prayer, gentle music, no screens late at night) to improve sleep quality.

Sometimes, honoring God’s gift of rest can ease an anxious mind. “In vain you rise up early and stay

up late, toiling for food to eat – for He grants sleep to those He loves” (Psalm 127:2). 

Diet and Avoiding Stimulants: What we consume affects our anxiety levels. Excess caffeine, for

example, can trigger or heighten anxiety symptoms (racing heart, jitters). Be mindful with coffee or

energy drinks; some anxious individuals choose to cut out caffeine entirely. Eating balanced meals

and staying hydrated can stabilize blood sugar and mood. Certain deficiencies (like B vitamins or

magnesium) can mimic anxiety, so a check-up or multivitamin might be wise. Alcohol and drugs

might seem to calm anxiety in the short term, but they ultimately worsen it and can lead to

destructive dependence – therefore, they are not a healthy coping mechanism for a Christian

(Ephesians 5:18 warns against relying on wine to cope, urging us to be filled with the Spirit instead). 

Breathing and Relaxation Techniques: Deep-breathing exercises, progressive muscle relaxation, or

techniques like “grounding” (focusing your senses on the present moment) can interrupt panic and

fear cycles. These may sound like clinical tricks, but in fact they connect with the biblical idea of

being still (Psalm 46:10) and knowing God is God. Taking slow, deep breaths can physiologically

signal your body to calm down. Many Christians combine deep breathing with prayer – for instance,

• 

• 

• 

• 
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slowly inhaling while praying, “Lord, fill me with Your peace,” then exhaling worry. Such practices can

be a form of biblical meditation that soothes the body and spirit. 

Setting Boundaries and Saying No: Some anxiety is self-inflicted by an overpacked, hurried life. It’s

okay to set limits on your commitments and carve out margin in your schedule. Jesus often withdrew

to solitary places to pray (Luke 5:16), modeling the need to recharge. Learn to say “no” (graciously) to

additional tasks or toxic influences if your plate is full. Prioritize what God truly calls you to, and let

go of the rest. Simplifying life and seeking a healthy work-rest balance can do wonders for chronic

stress and anxiety.

Community and Service: Isolation can amplify anxiety – alone with our thoughts, fears can spiral.

Engaging in  authentic community provides emotional support and perspective.  Sometimes just

being around caring friends or participating in a church activity can lift your spirits. Also, serving

others (within your capacity) can take your focus off your own worries and give a sense of purpose. It

must be balanced (don’t overextend yourself), but helping someone in need often reminds us that

God can work through us despite our weaknesses – and that is anxiety-reducing in itself. 

All  these practical  steps are about  caring for  the whole person –  body,  mind,  and soul  –  as  an act  of

honoring God’s creation. We are integrated beings; attending to physical health, lifestyle, and relationships

can greatly complement prayer and faith when battling anxiety. There is no strict secular/spiritual divide –

God is Lord over all aspects of life. So, addressing anxiety might involve both prayerful trust and a cup of

chamomile  tea  in  the  evening;  both  reading  the  Psalms  and taking  a  brisk  walk  in  the  sunlight.  A

comprehensive approach recognizes that God can bring peace through a combination of means.

A Biblical Worldview of Anxiety – Hope for the Hurting

To anyone reading this who struggles with anxiety, hear this loud and clear:  You are not alone, and you

are not a “bad Christian” because of it. The presence of anxiety in your life does not mean God loves you

any less or that you lack faith. Often, it means you’re fighting a hard battle – one that many of God’s children

have fought before, and one that can be won through His grace. The apostle Peter, who certainly knew fear

himself (recall he panicked and sank when walking on water), gave this exhortation: “Cast all your anxiety on

Him because He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7). Notice,  all your anxiety – big and small,  spiritual worries or

seemingly mundane stresses – God wants you to bring everything to Him. Why? Because He cares. The God

who formed you knows the quirks of your nervous system, the traumas you’ve been through, the worries

that keep you up at night. He doesn’t judge you for those; rather, like a loving father, He says, “Give that to

Me, let Me carry it for you.”

In Christ, we have a Savior who deeply understands anxiety and sorrow. Hebrews 4:15 reminds us that Jesus

is a High Priest who can empathize with our weaknesses; He was tested in every way as we are, yet without

sin. That means when you kneel and say, “Lord, I’m afraid,” Jesus doesn’t respond with disgust or dismissal –

He responds with compassion, having felt human fear Himself. And He offers help:  “Let us then approach

God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need”

(Hebrews 4:16). If anxiety is your “time of need,” you can expect God’s mercy and grace specifically tailored

to that need.

The Role of Faith: Over time, as you walk with God through anxiety, you may find your faith strengthened

in unexpected ways. Many believers later testify that their struggle with anxiety drove them to a deeper

• 
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reliance on God than they might have otherwise known. It stripped away self-sufficiency and taught them to

live one day at a time, leaning on the Lord. In that sense, what the enemy meant for evil (if we view anxiety

as a tool of spiritual attack), God can turn for good (Genesis 50:20). You develop spiritual muscles of trust,

patience,  and  empathy  for  others  who  suffer.  The  Apostle  Paul  spoke  of  a  “thorn  in  the  flesh”  that

tormented him, which many speculate could have been a physical or mental affliction. He begged God to

remove it, but God’s answer was, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness” (2

Corinthians 12:9). As painful as anxiety is, it can be a context in which you experience God’s sustaining grace

more powerfully. His peace “that passes understanding” (Philippians 4:7) is often most evident when, by

natural logic, you should be panicking but find that He is holding you steady.

Eternal Perspective: Lastly,  a Christian worldview offers an ultimate hope that can lighten anxiety: the

promise of eternity. Jesus has overcome the world, and He is preparing a place for us where sorrow and

fear will be no more (Revelation 21:4). Knowing that this life’s troubles are temporary and that a glorious

future with Christ awaits can give courage to endure present anxieties. Paul, who faced countless dangers,

said, “Our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us” (Romans 8:18).

This doesn’t mean our anxiety now isn’t painful – it certainly is – but it reminds us that  anxiety will not

have the last word. There will come a day in God’s Kingdom when every anxious thought is permanently

gone, replaced by perfect peace. In the meantime, we live in the “already/not yet” tension – Jesus has given

us His peace (John 14:27) and we can taste it now in part, but complete peace will be fulfilled in eternity. 

So can Christians have anxiety?  Absolutely, yes. We can love Jesus and still have a panic attack. We can

trust God and still feel our heart racing with unexplained dread. These experiences make us human, not

heretics. The key is not to remain trapped by anxiety, but to utilize the wealth of support God provides – His

Word,  prayer,  the  Holy  Spirit’s  comfort,  the  encouragement  of  His  people,  and  the  insights  of

medicine and psychology – to fight back and find freedom. If you are struggling, please know that God is

not disappointed in you; rather, He is offering His hand to you. Sometimes His hand comes through a Bible

verse that speaks right to your heart, other times through a kind therapist or a needed prescription, other

times through a friend’s hug or a moment of worship where His presence floods you with calm. Receive

these gifts. 

In Isaiah 35:4, God gives a beautiful message for the anxious: “Say to those with fearful hearts, ‘Be strong, do

not fear; your God will come…’” (NIV). God sees your fearful heart, and His response is not scolding, but a

promise:  He will  come to save you.  Day by day,  as you cast  anxieties on Him and take practical  steps

forward, He will strengthen you. Many Christians who once could barely leave their house due to anxiety

have found freedom and are now encouraging others – a testament to God’s delivering power. Even if your

progress is slow, don’t lose hope. Take it one step, one prayer, one day at a time. As Jesus said, “Do not

worry about tomorrow… Each day has enough trouble of its own” (Matthew 6:34). Focus on trusting God for

today’s portion of grace. 

In summary, yes, Christians can have anxiety – but they also have a Savior who invites them into peace.

Through faith and action,  prayer and wise help,  you can live a  joyful,  fruitful  life  despite anxiety.  Your

relationship with Jesus can actually deepen through the journey. He redeems our struggles and writes new

stories of victory. Hold on to Him, dear anxious heart,  and know that  you are not alone and you are

deeply loved.  “Cast your burden on the Lord, and He will sustain you” – that is God’s promise (Psalm 55:22),

and He is faithful to keep it.
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