
Burnout Symptoms: Emotional vs. Physical Signs

Burnout is more than just being tired – it’s a state of profound exhaustion that can affect us emotionally,

physically, and even spiritually. Many Christians struggling to find joy in their walk with Christ may actually

be suffering from burnout without realizing it. In this article, we’ll explain the difference between emotional

and  physical  signs  of  burnout,  explore  how  they  interact,  and  offer  practical,  faith-informed  steps  to

recovery. Our goal is to help you recognize burnout in yourself, understand what the Bible and science say

about it, and find a path back to a joyful, balanced life in Christ.

An illustration of a person feeling overwhelmed by many demands, a common depiction of burnout. Continual

stress can lead to emotional and physical exhaustion, leaving us feeling “burned out.”

Understanding Burnout

What is burnout? The American Psychological  Association defines burnout as “physical,  emotional or

mental exhaustion, accompanied by decreased motivation, lowered performance, and negative attitudes”

toward oneself and others[^1]. In plain terms, burnout is a state of total exhaustion where you feel you

have nothing left to give. It often results from chronic stress or overwork, whether in a job, caregiving,

ministry,  or other commitments.  Burnout isn’t  classified as a medical  illness,  but it  is  a well-recognized

phenomenon.  The  World  Health  Organization’s  2019  update  to  the  ICD-11 describes  burnout  as  a

syndrome resulting from “chronic workplace stress that has not been successfully managed,” characterized

by  three  dimensions:  (1) feelings  of  energy  depletion  or  exhaustion,  (2) increased  mental  distance  or

cynicism about work, and  (3) reduced professional efficacy (World Health Organization, 2019). While that

definition is specific to the workplace, the core idea – being utterly drained and detached – can apply to

other areas of life as well.

Burnout develops gradually. You might start by pushing yourself through fatigue and stress, but over time

those stressors pile up. Eventually, you hit a wall where your mind and body simply cannot keep up. One

Christian counseling resource explains that  “burnout is  a state of  emotional,  physical,  social,  and spiritual

exhaustion” that  leads  to  diminished  health,  withdrawal,  depression,  and  a  kind  of  spiritual  malaise

(GotQuestions, What does the Bible say about burnout?). In other words, burnout touches every part of our

being – our emotions, our body, our relationships, and even our faith. 

How common is burnout? Unfortunately, burnout is widespread in modern life. Workplace surveys show

that roughly 3 out of 4 employees have experienced burnout at least sometimes, and about 1 in 4 report

feeling  burned  out  “very  often”  or  “always”  on  the  job  (Gallup,  2023).  And  it’s  not  just  secular  jobs  –

caregivers, parents, students,  church volunteers,  and even pastors can face burnout. The pressures of

ministry or an “always busy” church life can accumulate stress just as a high-pressure job can. The demands

of daily life, if not balanced with rest, can leave anyone exhausted. 

The consequences of burnout are serious. Beyond the immediate misery of exhaustion, persistent burnout

can harm your health. Medical research has linked long-term burnout with increased risk of sleep disorders,

heart disease, and type 2 diabetes, among other issues[^2]. Essentially, prolonged stress and exhaustion
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take a toll on the body. Burnout also often overlaps with symptoms of  anxiety and  depression. In fact,

burnout can “mirror” depression – you might feel hopeless, trapped, or detached – but clinicians note that

burnout is typically tied to a specific situation (like overwork), whereas depression can be more pervasive

(Cleveland Clinic – What Is Burnout?). It’s important to recognize these effects so we take burnout seriously

and seek help when needed.  As Christians,  we know our bodies are the “temple of  the Holy  Spirit”  (1

Corinthians 6:19) – caring for our mental and physical well-being is part of honoring God with our lives.

In summary, burnout is a state of total exhaustion that builds up over time. Next, let’s look specifically at

the emotional vs. physical signs of burnout, and how to discern one from the other.

Emotional Signs of Burnout

Emotional symptoms are often the first indicators that something is wrong internally. In burnout, your

emotional reserves are depleted. Classic emotional signs include:

Persistent fatigue of the soul: You feel emotionally drained, unable to cope or care as you

normally would. There’s a sense of weariness that sleep doesn’t fix. The Bible speaks to this condition

– “My soul is weary with sorrow” (Psalm 119:28). Burnout often brings that kind of deep inner

fatigue.

Apathy and loss of enjoyment: Activities that used to bring you joy or meaning now feel like a

burden. You might think, “What’s the point?” People in burnout often report a sense of failure or

self-doubt, and a loss of motivation even for things they once loved. It can become hard to get out

of bed in the morning because you just don’t care anymore. Dr. Adam Borland, a psychologist at

Cleveland Clinic, notes that lingering feelings of “What’s the point? … Do I even enjoy what I’m doing?”

are red flags that job burnout has set in, leading to cynicism and dissatisfaction (Cleveland Clinic).

Irritability and frustration: When emotionally exhausted, people often have a short fuse. Little

annoyances that you used to handle with patience now provoke anger or tears. You might find

yourself snapping at loved ones or coworkers, or feeling inexplicably resentful. Elijah the prophet

experienced a bout of exhaustion and discouragement in 1 Kings 19 – after great stress, he became

so discouraged he wanted to give up. Burnout can similarly warp our perspective, making minor

problems feel overwhelming.

Feeling helpless or trapped: You may feel like you’re in a no-win situation, stuck in a grind that

won’t let up. This often leads to a sense of hopelessness. The term “emotional exhaustion”

captures this well – it’s that feeling of being completely tapped out. Mayo Clinic’s mental health

experts describe it as feeling powerless, trapped, and unable to concentrate or find motivation (Mayo

Clinic Health System). In a spiritual context, this might manifest as feeling distant from God or

unable to pray, as one commenter noted: “I’m no longer able to take my spiritual exercises and thus

feeling distant from my God” (reader “Jane,” in Franciscan Media – How Jesus Avoided Burnout). 

Spiritual dryness or a sense that God has withdrawn can accompany the emotional slump.

Negative attitude and cynicism: Burnout can turn an optimistic person into a pessimist. You might

become cynical or critical about your work, your church, or people around you. In workplace

burnout, this is described as “increased mental distance” or negativism toward the job (WHO ICD-11).

In a ministry or personal life context, you might withdraw emotionally from relationships, feeling like

no one understands or that your efforts don’t matter. This negativity can even be directed toward

oneself, with thoughts like “I’m a failure” or “I just can’t do anything right.”
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It’s important to note that these emotional signs can resemble depression. Indeed, the line between severe

burnout and depression can be blurry. A key difference, as experts point out, is context – burnout is often

relieved if you step away from the stressful environment (say, during a vacation you start to feel normal

again), whereas clinical depression persists everywhere you go (Cleveland Clinic). However,  burnout can

lead to depression if ignored. King David knew deep despair and cried out, “Why are you downcast, O my

soul?” (Psalm 42:5). If you find persistent sadness or hopelessness, it’s crucial to seek help (more on that in

the Solutions section).

Emotional exhaustion affects our relationship with God and others. You might find it hard to pray or

engage in worship when you’re burned out. The joy and passion of faith feel flat. You may even feel guilty

about this, wondering why you’ve “lost the joy of salvation” (cf. Psalm 51:12). Be reassured: experiencing

burnout is not a sin. It can happen when we’ve expended ourselves for too long. As one Christian author

put it, “Fatigue is not a sin, it is simply a symptom of our finitude. We are not made of iron… we need a Sabbath”

(Nancy Wilson, Desiring God article “The Way Out of ‘Burnout’”). In other words, feeling this way just shows

that we’re human and need rest, as God designed. The danger is not in being exhausted itself, but in how

we respond – burnout can tempt us toward self-pity, irritability, or despair, which we must guard against. 

If you recognize these emotional symptoms in yourself – chronic discouragement, numbness, irritability, or

a heavy spiritual dryness – take it as a  wake-up call. It’s your heart and mind signaling that something

needs to change. Next, we’ll look at the physical side of burnout, which often goes hand-in-hand with the

emotional.

Physical Signs of Burnout

Burnout doesn’t only make you feel sad or cynical – it takes a physical toll on your body. Since God created

us as integrated beings (body, mind, and spirit), it’s no surprise that chronic emotional stress will manifest

in physical ways. Here are key physical signs of burnout:

Chronic Fatigue and Energy Loss: Perhaps the hallmark of burnout is extreme fatigue that doesn’t

improve with rest. You feel tired all the time – upon waking, throughout the day, even after a

weekend off. In early stages, you might just feel a bit low-energy, but as burnout progresses,

exhaustion becomes constant (Psychology Today). Isaiah 40:30 observes, “Even youths grow tired

and weary, and young men stumble and fall.” When you’re burned out, your strength seems

depleted like a phone battery that won’t hold a charge.

Sleep Problems: Ironically, even though you’re exhausted, you may have trouble sleeping. Burnout

often disrupts healthy sleep patterns. Some people suffer insomnia – lying awake with anxious

thoughts despite being worn out. Others may sleep more than usual (escaping into sleep), yet still

never feel refreshed. Changes in sleep habits (needing naps, or waking up at odd hours) are

common. Doctors look for “significant changes in sleep patterns” as a warning sign of burnout

(Cleveland Clinic). “In vain you rise early and stay up late, toiling for food to eat – for He grants

sleep to those He loves” (Psalm 127:2). God desires for us to rest; when burnout interferes with

sleep, it’s a signal that our life balance is off-kilter.

Frequent Illness and Aches: Do you get sick more often lately – frequent colds, infections, or

headaches and muscle pains? Long-term stress can weaken the immune system. Headaches,

stomachaches or intestinal issues, and muscle tension are well-documented physical symptoms of

burnout (Darling Downs Health, QLD). You might notice new or worsened health problems (e.g. high

blood pressure). The stress hormone cortisol, which your body releases under chronic stress, can
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wreak havoc if it stays elevated – contributing to everything from tension headaches to digestive

troubles. Over time, burnout can even raise your risk for serious conditions like heart disease or

diabetes[^2]. This physical toll reminds us of our limitations – as Jesus said to the weary disciples, 

“The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak” (Matthew 26:41).

Changes in Appetite or Weight: Burnout can disrupt your appetite. Some people lose their appetite

and may lose weight without trying; others seek comfort in food and overeat, possibly gaining

weight. You might find yourself craving sugary or fatty “quick energy” foods when stressed, or

conversely, feeling nauseated and skipping meals. These appetite changes are common enough that

mental health professionals count them among burnout signs (Cleveland Clinic). Either way, poor

nutrition can then exacerbate fatigue and mood swings, creating a vicious cycle.

Physical Restlessness or Slowing Down: Burnout might show in your body language and activity

level. You could feel restless, like you can’t relax – or the opposite, you move and react more slowly

than usual because everything feels like a huge effort. Some people develop nervous habits

(fidgeting, nail-biting) or increased use of substances (like caffeine or alcohol) to cope physically.

Others withdraw and may spend excessive time in bed or on the couch due to sheer exhaustion. You

might also notice clumsiness or more accidents, as your concentration and coordination slip.

It’s worth noting that these physical signs can also be symptoms of other medical conditions.  Don’t just

assume “it’s only burnout” – if you have chest pain, significant digestive issues, or any alarming physical

symptom, see a healthcare provider to rule out other causes.  But when multiple of  these issues come

alongside emotional exhaustion, burnout is a likely culprit.

Why does this happen physically? In burnout, your body has been in “fight or flight” mode for too long.

God designed our stress response to help us handle short-term emergencies – adrenaline and cortisol spike

to  give  us  energy.  However,  when  stress  is  unrelenting  (weeks  or  months  on  end),  the  body’s  stress-

response system gets overworked. The Mayo Clinic Health System describes that  the brain starts releasing

stress hormones so constantly that it throws your system off balance (Mayo Clinic H.S.). This leads to that state

of being wired but tired – exhausted, yet anxious and unable to rest. Eventually, your “gas tank” is empty.

It’s like running an engine on red-line until it starts to break down.

In Scripture, we see that even faithful servants experienced physical fallout from intense stress. The prophet

Elijah, after a period of great ministry victory mixed with stress, became so physically exhausted that he

collapsed under a tree and slept (1 Kings 19:4-5). He was depressed to the point of praying for death. How

did God address Elijah’s burnout? Not with a lecture, but with sleep and nourishment: an angel brought him

food and let him rest repeatedly (1 Kings 19:5-8). Only after Elijah’s physical strength was replenished did

the Lord engage him in gentle conversation to restore his calling. We can learn from this that attending to

our physical needs – sleep, diet, basic self-care – is a spiritual step when we are burned out. Sometimes the

most godly thing you can do in a moment of burnout is to take a nap or eat a healthy meal, trusting that

God cares for your body as well as your soul.

Understanding the emotional and physical signs of burnout is the first step. You might be thinking, “Yes, I

see these signs in myself – now what?” The encouraging news is that  burnout is reversible. With proper

rest, support, and changes in approach, you can recover. In the next sections, we’ll explore how emotional

and physical  exhaustion  are  connected,  and then outline  practical,  Bible-based strategies  to  overcome

burnout.
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The Connection Between Emotional and Physical Burnout

We’ve separated emotional vs. physical symptoms for clarity, but in reality they are deeply interconnected.

God created us  as  holistic  beings,  where  mind,  body,  and spirit  affect  each other.  Burnout  is  a  clear

example of this integration. Consider a few ways emotional and physical exhaustion feed each other:

Stress Hormones Affect Mood: Ongoing physical stress (like too little sleep or too much work)

keeps cortisol levels high, which can directly contribute to anxiety and depression-like feelings. When

you’re physically run-down, your brain chemistry can change in ways that dampen your emotions

or make you irritable. That’s why someone who is sleep-deprived (a physical state) often feels more

emotionally volatile or hopeless. As the Psalmist said, “My body and my heart may fail” together

(Psalm 73:26) – our inner self and outer self often fail in unison.

Emotional Distress Manifests in the Body: Conversely, emotional turmoil – such as chronic

frustration, worry, or feeling unappreciated – triggers physical stress responses. If you dread each

day or feel trapped, your muscles may tense up, your digestive system might churn, and you might

develop tension headaches. Over time this can become chronic pain. Many burnout sufferers say

their body sounded the alarm before their mind did (e.g. frequent migraines or getting the flu

often was the first sign something was wrong).

The Vicious Cycle: Because of this mind-body loop, burnout can become a vicious circle. You’re

emotionally exhausted so you neglect exercise and don’t sleep well –> poor sleep and fitness make

you feel even worse emotionally –> you withdraw or ruminate more, which further hurts your body

(maybe you start overeating or working even later into the night) –> and the cycle continues.

Breaking this cycle often requires addressing both the physical and emotional aspects together.

Spiritual Impact: For a Christian, we must add the spiritual dimension. When either our body or

emotions are suffering, it can cloud our spiritual perception. Think of how pain or fatigue can

distract you in prayer. Similarly, when you’re spiritually troubled (say, feeling guilt or distance from

God), it can weigh on your mental health and even physical health (“a crushed spirit dries up the

bones,” Proverbs 17:22). Burnout often involves a sense of spiritual dryness alongside the emotional

and physical fatigue. We may struggle to sense God’s presence or joy, which can then deepen our

despair – another loop to break.

Understanding this connection teaches us an important truth: we need to care for our whole self. Taking

a day off to sleep or exercising is not a “less spiritual” solution compared to praying – both are necessary

and complement each other.  Likewise, renewing your mind with God’s promises can relieve the anxiety

that’s been keeping your body tense. Psalm 23 beautifully shows God’s care for the whole person: “He

makes me lie down in green pastures, He leads me beside quiet waters, He restores my soul.” Sometimes

God’s restoration starts with making us lie down (physical rest) so that our soul can be restored.

Modern psychology echoes this holistic approach. Therapists often encourage a combination of  physical

self-care, emotional coping skills, and spiritual practices (if the person is open to spirituality) to heal

burnout. In fact, research suggests that having an active spiritual life can be a protective factor against

burnout. For example, a study of medical students found that those who reported strong spirituality and

daily spiritual experiences had significantly lower levels of burnout and distress, indicating that faith and

a sense of meaning can buffer against exhaustion (Wachholtz et al., 2013). This doesn’t mean people of faith

never burn out (sadly, many do), but it means integrating spiritual renewal is a key part of recovery. 
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So if you are burned out, consider all the layers: physical, emotional, and spiritual. Neglecting any one of

these may leave you stuck. But addressing all of them will set the stage for true renewal. In the next section,

we’ll move into solutions – how to overcome burnout – drawing from both Biblical wisdom and evidence-

based practices.

Overcoming Burnout: A Holistic, Faith-Based Approach

Recovering from burnout requires intentional changes in both lifestyle and mindset. The encouraging news

is that both Scripture and science point to similar remedies: rest, boundaries, support, and renewing our

perspective. As a Christian, you have the added promise that you’re not facing this alone – God invites the

weary to come to Him for strength. Here we outline a holistic approach to address emotional and physical

burnout, reinforced by Biblical principles and practical research.

1. Rest and Sabbath – Embracing God’s Gift of Rest

One of the first and most vital steps is to  prioritize rest. This may sound obvious, but in practice many

burnt-out people have been running on empty for so long that true rest feels foreign or “impossible.” Yet

rest is not optional – it’s God’s idea. He built the rhythm of work and rest into creation (Genesis 2:2-3). In the

Ten Commandments,  God instructed a day of Sabbath rest,  not as a burden but as a blessing (Exodus

20:8-10). Jesus told His disciples, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest” (Mark

6:31). If the Son of God encouraged His followers to take breaks from ministry to recharge, we certainly

need to do the same. 

Practically, embracing rest might mean:

- Taking a Sabbath day each week (or at least a genuine day off) where you cease labor and do things that

replenish you – worship, family time, a walk in nature, or simply napping. Use this time to remember that

God is in control even when you aren’t working. As Jesus said, “The Sabbath was made for man” (Mark 2:27)

– it’s for your benefit.

- Ensuring adequate sleep nightly: Aim for the 7–9 hours that most adults need. If insomnia is an issue,

establish a calming bedtime routine (no screens, maybe a warm bath or reading Scripture).  Sometimes

medical help is needed for sleep; do not hesitate to talk to a doctor if you haven’t been able to sleep well.

Remember, “He gives to His beloved sleep” (Psalm 127:2 NASB) – receiving the gift of sleep is part of trusting

God.

- Vacation or sabbatical: If possible, take an extended break from the source of burnout. This could mean

using your vacation days or, if you’re in ministry, arranging a short sabbatical. A few weeks away from the

pressures of work or ministry, while initially hard to justify, can bring tremendous restoration. It’s during

such times away that you can “detach from the crowd” like Jesus did by getting in the boat (Mark 3:9) –

gaining fresh perspective and energy. One psychotherapist notes that it’s crucial to “step away from the

source of stress to attend to our health”, even if briefly (Cleveland Clinic). 

Importantly,  rest is not lazy. It is restorative. In burnout, you might feel guilty for resting (“I should be

productive!”), but push through that false guilt. Remember the prophet Elijah – God’s treatment plan started

with prolonged rest and nourishment (1 Kings 19). Your body and soul need downtime to heal. 
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2. Reconnect with God – Spiritual Renewal

Burnout often involves spiritual dryness, so renewing your relationship with God is key. Jesus extends a

beautiful invitation to the burned-out heart: “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give

you rest… you will find rest for your souls” (Matthew 11:28-29). Start coming to Jesus in a different way than

before – not primarily to serve Him or perform, but to be refreshed by Him. Here are ways to reconnect:

-  Prayer and Solitude: Carve out quiet moments to pour out your feelings to God. Be honest about your

exhaustion and discouragement (read Psalm 62:8 – “pour out your hearts to Him, for God is our refuge”).

Also spend time simply  being still in God’s presence (Psalm 46:10). This isn’t about checking a devotional

box, but letting your soul rest in God’s love. As one Christian counselor observed, “Our strength is developed

and renewed in intimate contact with our Lord” (Franciscan Media).

-  Scripture Refreshment: Re-read encouraging passages that speak to God’s care and purpose for you.

Some excellent ones during burnout are Isaiah 40:28-31 (God renews the strength of the weary who hope in

Him), Psalm 23 (He leads and restores you), 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 (His grace in our weakness), and Romans

8 (nothing separates you from His love). Let God’s Word remind you that your identity is not in your work or

performance, but as His beloved child. This can ease the inner pressure that contributes to burnout.

-  Worship: Sometimes when words fail, worship music can minister to your soul. Play hymns or worship

songs  that  speak  of  God’s  faithfulness,  and  sing  along  if  you  can.  Worship  shifts  our  focus  from our

emptiness to God’s fullness. King Jehoshaphat in Scripture placed worshippers at the front of the battle line

(2 Chronicles 20:21) – sometimes worship is how we fight against despair and rekindle joy.

-  Fellowship: Reconnecting with God often happens in community too. Don’t isolate yourself. Let trusted

fellow believers know you’re struggling. Ask them to pray with you or just sit with you. The Body of Christ is

meant to share burdens: “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians

6:2). You might consider a small group or a Christian support group related to stress/burnout if available.

Simply having others listen and speak God’s truth to you can lighten the load.

3. Set Boundaries and Say “No” – Restructuring Your Commitments

A common cause of burnout is  overcommitment – taking on too many responsibilities without enough

margin. It’s time to prayerfully evaluate and prune your schedule. This can be hard for caring Christians,

because many of our commitments are good things (helping others, serving at church, etc.). But even good

duties can become harmful when there’s too many. Remember,  nowhere does God command or condone

working so hard that we burn out (GotQuestions). In fact, Scripture encourages wise delegation and pacing:

Moses nearly burned out until his father-in-law Jethro urged him to  delegate tasks to others instead of

doing everything himself (Exodus 18:17-23). The early apostles likewise appointed deacons to share the load

(Acts 6:2-4). We must realize we are not the savior of the world – Jesus is. We are finite and can’t meet

every need.

Practically, consider these steps:

-  List your obligations (job, family, church, volunteer, social). Which ones are truly mandatory, and which

are optional or temporary? You might categorize into “must do”, “should do”, and “could do”. Prayerfully ask

God for wisdom (James 1:5) to discern what  He has truly called you to in this season, and what might be

extra or driven by guilt/pride.

- Practice saying no (or not now): Give yourself permission to decline additional requests on your time. If

you’ve been the go-to person for every committee or favor, it’s okay to step back. This might involve an

honest conversation with your boss or church leader about needing to scale back for health reasons. Most

reasonable leaders would rather have you healthy than see you collapse. As Dr. Borland notes,  “we often
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have a difficult time saying no,” but setting boundaries is critical to preserve your emotional and physical

health (Cleveland Clinic).

- Set work-life boundaries: If work is a major stressor, try to create firmer boundaries. For example, avoid

checking work email at night or on Sabbath. Communicate your work hours to colleagues and stick to them.

With technology keeping us tied to work 24/7, you may have to be intentional to “unplug.” Perhaps set an

alarm in the evening to  shut down work and transition to personal time. Use that time for life-giving

activities (hobbies, family, prayer).

- Delegate and ask for help: Delegation isn’t just for the workplace. At home, ask family members to share

tasks. In church, train up others to take on roles instead of monopolizing the work (this also blesses them

with opportunities to serve). Even Jesus enlisted His disciples to help (for instance, asking them to prepare

the boat as a means to get some space from the crowd – Mark 3:9, referenced in Franciscan Media). If Jesus

didn’t do everything alone, neither should we!

Setting boundaries may feel uncomfortable if you’re used to saying “yes” to everything. You might worry

about letting people down. But remember, your limitations are God-given. Psalm 103:14 says God “knows our

frame; He remembers that we are dust.” He does not expect you to run at 100% all the time. By setting

limits,  you  are  stewarding  your  energy  for  the  things  He  has  actually  purposed  for  you.  You’re  also

exercising humility in acknowledging you can’t do it all.

4. Healthy Body, Healthy Mind – Physical Self-Care as Stewardship

Addressing the physical side of burnout is not a secular idea; it’s a matter of stewardship. If your body is

the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 6:19), then caring for it honors God. Plus, improving your physical well-

being directly improves mood and resilience. Here are key self-care steps:

Exercise Regularly: It may sound counterintuitive when you’re exhausted, but gentle exercise can

actually increase your energy over time and reduce stress. Activities like walking, jogging, biking, or

even a 15-minute stretch routine release endorphins that boost your mood. Research consistently

shows exercise is a powerful antidote to stress and can help rebalance your nervous system. Dr.

Borland advises that “regardless of how much energy you have, getting some sort of physical exercise…

can be a helpful coping tool” for burnout (Cleveland Clinic). You don’t have to hit the gym for an hour;

start small – maybe a brisk walk around the block while listening to worship music, combining

physical and spiritual refreshment.

Eat Nourishing Food: In seasons of stress we often eat poorly – too much junk or skipping meals.

But your body and brain need proper fuel to recover. Aim to eat balanced, wholesome meals: plenty

of fruits and vegetables, lean protein, whole grains, and stay hydrated. Avoid over-relying on caffeine

or sugar which can lead to crashes. Think of it this way: you wouldn’t pour sludge into a car’s gas

tank and expect it to run well; likewise, give your body good fuel. Elijah’s recovery started with 

eating and drinking water (1 Kings 19:6-8). Similarly, a burnt-out person’s clarity and energy can

improve after just a week of consistent, healthy eating.

Attend to Medical Needs: Don’t ignore medical issues. If you have chronic pain, fatigue, or other

symptoms, see a healthcare professional for a checkup. Sometimes what we assume is “just stress”

could be an underlying thyroid issue, vitamin deficiency, or other condition that’s treatable. Even if

everything checks out, letting your doctor know you’re under intense stress is wise. In some cases,

short-term medication (for anxiety, sleep, or depression) might be recommended. As Christians, we

must remember that using medicine or therapy is not a lack of faith – it’s one way God provides

healing. Modern medicine is a gift. If your burnout has led to clinical depression or severe anxiety,

• 

• 

• 
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receiving treatment (counseling, medication, etc.) can be life-saving. Jesus often healed using means

(like  mud on eyes  in  John 9)  –  today  He can heal  through skilled  doctors  and counselors.  One

Christian Q&A site affirms that for severe burnout, “refreshment may include obtaining medical support

… [or] seeing a counselor” and that this can be part of finding rest in Christ (GotQuestions). So, cast

aside any stigma and get the help you need. 

“Natural  Vaccines”: A  Christian  therapist  described  exercise,  healthy  eating,  prayer,  and

adequate rest as “natural vaccines” against burnout (Franciscan Media). This holistic mix truly

fortifies you. Treat these self-care practices as non-negotiable appointments on your calendar. Initially,

you  might  have  to  force  yourself  (because  motivation  is  low  in  burnout),  but  as  your  body

rejuvenates, your emotional strength will also increase. Remember, the Holy Spirit dwells in you –

giving proper care to your body creates a healthier environment for your soul to thrive.

5. Cultivate Supportive Relationships – You’re Not Meant to Do This Alone

Burnout can make us withdraw from others, but healing often happens in community. Ecclesiastes 4:9-10

says  “Two are better than one… if either falls,  one can help the other up.” Identifying and leaning on your

support network is crucial:

Share with Trusted Friends/Family: Open up to a spouse, close friend, or mentor about what

you’re feeling. Simply voicing your struggles can bring relief and understanding. They may not have

a solution, but their empathy is healing. They can also help monitor you (noticing if you’re improving

or if you seem worse). Oftentimes, others can encourage us in ways we can’t encourage ourselves

when we’re down. 

Join a Support or Accountability Group: If burnout is tied to certain roles (e.g., a caregivers’

support group, or a pastors’ fellowship for those in ministry), consider joining a group of peers who

understand the pressures. Even a weekly small group or Bible study where you can be real about

struggles provides a safety valve. Community is one of God’s remedies; Galatians 6:2’s call to bear

one another’s burdens implies we should not carry heavy loads solo. 

Involve Your Church Community: Don’t hide burnout as a spiritual failure. Let your church (or at

least a few folks in leadership) know you need help. This might result in them providing meals, or

temporarily relieving you of certain volunteer duties, or just praying for you regularly. It’s amazing

how the “body of Christ” can rally when one part is hurting (1 Corinthians 12:26). Humble yourself to

receive help – it’s one way God ministers to you. 

Counseling/Therapy: A professional Christian counselor or a therapist can be an objective support

to guide you through recovery. Therapy provides a safe space to process your feelings, identify

thought patterns contributing to burnout (like perfectionism or people-pleasing), and learn coping

strategies. As Dr. Borland notes, talking with “someone who is impartial and trained to give clinical

feedback can be life-changing” in times of burnout (Cleveland Clinic). There is zero shame in needing

counseling – in fact, it aligns with biblical wisdom to seek counsel (Proverbs 20:18, 24:6). If cost is a

concern, many churches have counseling ministries or can refer to low-cost services.

6. Rediscover Purpose and Joy – Renewing Your Mind

Finally,  as  your  energy  returns,  it’s  important  to  address  the  mindset that  may  have  contributed  to

burnout. Many believers fall into burnout due to a combination of self-reliance and losing sight of grace.

We start  to live as if  everything depends on us – our performance at  work,  our service at  church,  the

• 
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happiness of our family – and we carry burdens God never meant for us to carry alone. We might tie our

self-worth to productivity or others’ opinions. Over time this is draining and unsustainable.

To counter this, intentionally renew your mind with God’s truth about work, identity, and grace:

- Reject Self-Reliance: Remember that God is God, and you are not. Burnout can be a sign we’ve tried to play

savior in our sphere. Perhaps you’ve been acting as if every crisis at work or every need at church is your

responsibility to fix. But Scripture reminds us,  “Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labor in vain”

(Psalm 127:1). Accept that you have limited control – and that’s okay. Trust God to manage the outcomes.

Practically,  this means when you’ve done what you reasonably can, leave the rest in God’s hands.  Pray

through your anxieties and tasks, casting your cares on Him (1 Peter 5:7), rather than carrying them 24/7.

-  Embrace Your Worth in Christ: God’s love for you is not based on how much you do. You are saved by

grace,  not  by  works  (Ephesians  2:8-9).  Preach  this  to  yourself  often.  You are  more than your  job  or

ministry role. You are a child of God (1 John 3:1). If you never accomplished another thing, He would love

you just the same. Let that truth soak into your soul. It will free you from the drivenness that says “I must

prove myself” – a major culprit in burnout. One practical exercise: write down or speak aloud affirmations of

your identity in Christ each morning (e.g., “I am God’s beloved; I have nothing to prove today”).

- Rekindle Joy and Play: Burnout often robs us of joy, but joy is a fruit of the Spirit that strengthens us (“the

joy of the Lord is your strength,” Nehemiah 8:10). Deliberately reintroduce small enjoyable activities into

your  life.  Think  of  things  that  used  to  make  you  smile  or  feel  alive  –  perhaps  painting,  playing  an

instrument, reading a novel, playing a sport, or spending time outdoors. Engage in them without guilt.

These are not wasted time; they recharge you. God “richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment” (1

Timothy 6:17b). Even laughter and play can be therapeutic –  “A cheerful heart is good medicine” (Proverbs

17:22). Maybe it’s watching a wholesome comedy or playing with your kids. Schedule moments of fun. As

your emotional state improves, so will your capacity to handle responsibilities.

-  Set New Sustainable Goals: As you recover, think about how to move forward without falling into the

same trap. You might need to adjust your expectations of yourself. It’s okay (and healthy) to aim not for

perfection, but for faithfulness within healthy limits. For example, instead of “I must attend every church

event,” commit to a reasonable level of involvement that leaves room for rest and family. Instead of “I have

to get an A in every class,” aim to learn well and trust God with the results. Going forward, be intentional to

regularly check in with yourself (as Dr. Borland suggests, even daily or hourly self check-ins: “How am I doing

emotionally? physically?” [Cleveland Clinic]). This kind of self-awareness, guided by the Holy Spirit, will alert

you early if you’re veering toward burnout again so you can course-correct.

Real-World Example: From Burnout to Renewal

To illustrate how these solutions can play out,  consider a real-world scenario (with details  changed for

privacy):

Case Study – “Jane’s Journey to Recovery: Jane is a 38-year-old devoted Christian who found herself in a

severe state of burnout. She worked full-time as a nurse (often 50+ hours a week) and was also heavily

involved at church, leading a weekly Bible study and volunteering every weekend. Initially, Jane managed

her busy schedule fine, but over two years the stress accumulated. 

Baseline: By the time she realized something was wrong, Jane was experiencing numerous burnout signs.

Emotionally, she felt  numb and  detached – she described, “I didn’t even feel joy when people at church

came to Christ; I just felt nothing.” She had become irritable with her family and often cried from sheer

overwhelm. Spiritually, she felt distant from God and struggled to pray beyond a few words. Physically, Jane
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suffered daily headaches, frequent colds (about one per month), and extreme fatigue (needing 3-4 cups of

coffee just to get through the day). Her sleep was restless – only ~4-5 hours a night. She also noticed a 10 lb

weight gain, likely from late-night snacking and lack of exercise. At work, her performance was slipping –

she started making errors in patient charts, and her absenteeism increased (she called in sick 1-2 times a

month).  Jane  took  the  Maslach  Burnout  Inventory  (MBI) self-assessment  and  scored  very  high  in

Emotional  Exhaustion  (48  out  of  54) and  high  in  Depersonalization/Cynicism,  confirming  what  she

already knew: she was burned out.

Jane reached a breaking point when one morning she couldn’t stop shaking and crying before heading to

her shift. She realized she needed help and thankfully, sought it out.

Intervention: Jane spoke with her husband and they agreed she would take a two-month leave from work

(using accumulated leave and a doctor’s note for stress leave). She also met with her pastor to explain she

had to step back from all ministry for a season. With support, Jane implemented the following changes: -

She  began  seeing  a  Christian  counselor weekly,  who  helped  her  process  her  feelings  of  guilt  and

perfectionism that drove her to overcommit. They worked on setting boundaries and practicing relaxation

techniques. - Jane prioritized physical rest – in the first weeks of leave, she slept 8–9 hours a night. She also

started taking a short walk each afternoon and improved her diet (with her husband’s help cooking healthy

dinners).  -  She  carved  out  daily  devotional  time that  was  more  about  being  with  God rather  than

accomplishing a Bible study. She often sat on her porch with a cup of tea, reading a psalm and journaling

prayers. Over time, she felt her connection with God slowly healing; verses like Matthew 11:28 (“I will give

you rest”) took on new personal meaning. - Importantly, Jane learned to  say “no.” When she returned to

work, she cut back to 40 hours and told her supervisor she could not cover extra shifts for a while. She also

politely declined a request to head a new committee at church, whereas in the past she would have said yes

out of guilt. She kept one evening free each week for relaxation and family, guarding it like an appointment.

- Jane rediscovered a  hobby – painting – which she hadn’t touched in years. She started painting biblical

scenes or nature as a form of worshipful relaxation. This activity brought a spark of joy back into her life

and gave her something to look forward to each week.

Outcome: After three months, Jane’s transformation was evident. She reported sleeping a solid 7 hours

most nights and her headaches had diminished greatly (from daily to maybe once every two weeks). She

hadn’t had a single cold in those three months – a sign her immunity improved. On the emotional side, her

MBI scores improved dramatically – her Emotional Exhaustion score dropped by 40%, and her cynicism and

sense of personal accomplishment improved as well.  Subjectively,  Jane felt  “like myself  again.”  She had

enthusiasm for her job in healthcare once more and even more passion for serving God, but now with a

wiser approach. She testified that learning to rest in God’s grace was key: “I realized God never asked me to kill

myself with work – that was my own doing. Now I serve out of joy and leave the results to Him.” Jane continues to

meet monthly with her counselor and has kept healthy habits in place. Whenever she notices fatigue and

stress building, she now takes action early – a much healthier cycle.

This case shows that  recovery is possible. It requires changes and humility to step back, but with God’s

help and supportive people, a burnt-out individual can regain vitality and joy.

Preventing Future Burnout and Living in God’s Joy

Coming out of burnout is an accomplishment worth celebrating – but it’s also just the beginning of a new

way of life. The ultimate goal is not only to heal from burnout but to learn how to live in a sustainable,
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joyful rhythm that aligns with God’s design. Jesus said He came to give us life “to the full” ( John 10:10, NIV)

– that includes emotional abundance and physical well-being, not constant overload.

Here are some final best practices for maintaining balance and preventing burnout in the future, as you

continue your journey:

Keep the Sabbath Rhythm: Guard your day of rest each week as sacred. Use it for worship, yes, but

also genuine recreation (re-creation of your energy). Let it be a day where “your work is done” even if

it isn’t. This weekly recalibration will prevent accumulated stress. Encourage your family to do the

same, creating a culture of rest.

Regularly Unload Burdens to God: Develop a habit of casting your burdens on the Lord daily (1 Peter

5:7). Some people do this in evening prayer – reviewing the day and mentally handing over every

worry to God before sleep. Others journal prayers of release. By doing this, you prevent the buildup

of internalized stress. You might even keep a physical “God box” – writing down concerns and placing

them in a box as a symbol of giving them to God.

Watch for Red Flags: Be self-aware and honest. If you notice burnout signs creeping back (excessive

irritability, sleeplessness, etc.), take action quickly. Don’t wait until it’s a full-blown crisis. Maybe you

need a long weekend off, or to talk with a friend, or to say no to a new commitment before it

overwhelms you. The Holy Spirit can give discernment here if you ask.

Stay Nourished in the Word and Prayer: Spiritual malnourishment can make us more susceptible

to burnout because we start running on our own strength. Daily time with God – even if brief – keeps

your perspective clear that God is your strength and provider. It’s like manna; you need it regularly.

When connected to Christ the Vine, you will bear fruit without straining (John 15:5). Abide in Him,

and you’ll find your work becomes more joyous and Spirit-powered rather than flesh-powered.

Cultivate Gratitude: Burnout often involves a lot of negative thinking. Counter this by practicing

gratitude. Each day, note a few things you’re thankful for. 1 Thessalonians 5:18 urges us to “give

thanks in all circumstances.” Gratitude has been shown in psychological studies to improve mood

and resilience. It shifts focus from what’s draining you to where God’s grace is sustaining you.

Remember You’re Not Alone: Finally, keep in mind that you’re part of a larger community – both

the church and humanity – where burnout is common. You’re not the only one who has struggled,

and you don’t have to pretend to have it all together. Be real and encourage others to balance work

and rest too. Often, your testimony of overcoming burnout can help prevent someone else from

falling into it. And of course, God is always with you. He never leaves you, especially in your weakest

moments (Hebrews 13:5). When Elijah felt alone in his burnout, God revealed there were 7,000

others faithful (1 Kings 19:14-18) and God’s own comforting presence was still with him. Likewise,

God’s presence goes with you (Exodus 33:14), giving you rest.

Conclusion

Burnout is a harsh reality of life in a fallen, fast-paced world – but there is hope and healing. We have seen

that emotional signs like cynicism, hopelessness, and detachment often coincide with physical signs like

fatigue, insomnia, and illness. These are warning lights on the dashboard of our lives, signaling that we

need to pause and recharge. As Christians, we don’t need to ignore these signals or feel ashamed by them.

Instead, we can bring them to Jesus, the “Great Physician” of our souls, who promises us rest. 

Through Scripture, God has already given us principles to combat burnout: work with purpose but also rest

in Him;  serve others but also  accept your limits;  care for others but also  care for yourself  as God’s
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beloved  creation.  The  world  of  medicine  and  psychology  reinforces  these  timeless  principles  –  that

adequate rest,  healthy practices,  supportive relationships,  and resetting our thought patterns can truly

restore a person from burnout. There should be no divide between  praying for God’s help and  taking

practical steps; both flow together in a life of faithful stewardship.

If  you’re in the depths of burnout right now, know that Jesus sees you and has compassion. Recall  His

words: “Come to me… and you will find rest for your souls” (Matt. 11:28-29). Take that step toward Him, even if

it’s a weary stumble. Seek the help you need – whether spiritual, emotional, or physical. It’s not one or the

other; often God brings healing through a combination of prayer, His Word, fellowship, counseling, and

lifestyle changes. Give yourself permission to rest and heal, because your value is not in what you do but in

who you are in Christ.

In time, you will feel your strength returning. Joy will creep back in, like the dawn after a long night. You’ll

laugh again, serve again, love again – this time with a dependence on God and a wisdom about pacing that

perhaps you didn’t have before. Isaiah 40:31 offers this promise: “But those who hope in the Lord will renew

their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be

faint.” May you experience that renewal. Burnout is not the end of your story – with God’s help, it can be a

turning point toward a more balanced, joyful life, where your work and service are fueled by His strength

and done for His glory.

Remember: You are not alone, and there is no shame in being human. Take Jesus’s yoke upon you – it is

easy and light, because He carries the heavy load. As you recover emotionally and physically, you will also

find  your  relationship  with  Christ  growing  deeper.  In  fact,  this  journey  can  lead  you  to  the  sweetest

discovery: that God’s love for you doesn’t depend on your output. You can live in His love and out of that

rest, truly “joyful in hope” (Romans 12:12) as you continue the race He set before you. 
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