
Burnout Symptoms and Bible Verses for Rest:

Finding Renewal through Faith and Self-Care

A symbolic depiction of burnout: a line of matches with one burnt out, representing exhaustion amidst ongoing

demands.

Introduction

Burnout  is  a  state  of  physical,  emotional,  and spiritual  exhaustion that  leaves us  feeling depleted and

distant from our purpose. In our fast-paced world, even devoted Christians can find themselves “weary and

burdened” (as Jesus described in Matthew 11:28). Surveys indicate that burnout is widespread – about 65%

of employees reported experiencing burnout in 2023 . For believers striving to live joyfully in Christ, this

exhaustion can hinder our relationship with God and others. The good news is that the Bible offers both

understanding and comfort. By exploring burnout symptoms alongside Bible verses about rest, we can find

hope and practical steps toward renewal in body and spirit.

Understanding Burnout: Symptoms and Causes

Modern psychology defines burnout as more than just stress. The World Health Organization classifies it as

an  “occupational  phenomenon” resulting  from chronic  workplace  stress  that  hasn’t  been successfully

managed .  Burnout  syndrome is  characterized  by  three  core  dimensions :  exhaustion (feeling

utterly drained of energy), cynicism or mental distance (growing negative or detached, especially toward

work or people), and reduced efficacy (feeling you aren’t making a difference or accomplishing anything).

While  often  linked  to  jobs,  burnout  can  also  stem  from  overwhelming  responsibilities in  ministry,

caregiving, or daily life. In short, it’s the feeling of running on empty.

The  symptoms of  burnout manifest  in  our  whole  being.  Physically,  one  might  suffer  chronic  fatigue,

insomnia,  or  frequent  illness  due  to  a  stressed  immune  system .  Emotionally,  burnout  can  lead  to

irritability, anxiety, or even depression and despair . Mentally, concentration and creativity wane, and

decision-making becomes difficult. You may feel “numb” or indifferent toward tasks and people that once

mattered. Over time, burnout can also trigger cynicism – a loss of trust or positivity – and a sense of failure

or inadequacy.  For example, a medical overview notes that signs can include  “insomnia, gastrointestinal

issues, chronic fatigue, negativity, detachment, anger, and low productivity” . Essentially, prolonged stress

overloads our nervous system: levels of cortisol (the stress hormone) remain high, keeping us in “fight or

flight” mode until our body and mind begin to shut down to protect themselves. 

What causes burnout? Often it’s a mix of external pressures and internal tendencies. Long hours, high

workloads, or lack of support can ignite burnout. Personal factors like perfectionism, people-pleasing, or an

inability to rest contribute as well. We sometimes tie our identity to productivity and push ourselves beyond

healthy limits. In Christian life, burnout can creep in when we try to serve God in our own strength instead

of  His.  As  one  writer  observed,  burnout  often  reveals  “we’ve  shifted  from  trusting  in  God’s  provision  to

1

2 3

4

4

4

1

The information presented is for educational and inspirational purposes only, it is not intended as medical advice.

CRAIGCHAMBERLIN.US

https://chatgpt.com/?utm_src=deep-research-pdf
https://chatgpt.com/?utm_src=deep-research-pdf
https://www.hrdive.com/news/employee-burnout-productivity/703405/#:~:text=About%2065,a%20human%20resource%20management%20system
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-05-2019-burn-out-an-occupational-phenomenon-international-classification-of-diseases#:~:text=Burn,as%20follows
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-05-2019-burn-out-an-occupational-phenomenon-international-classification-of-diseases#:~:text=%E2%80%9CBurn,is%20characterized%20by%20three%20dimensions
http://www.nrgoncology.org/Home/News/Post/an-overview-of-burnout-syndrome#:~:text=The%20signs%20and%20symptoms%20of,The
http://www.nrgoncology.org/Home/News/Post/an-overview-of-burnout-syndrome#:~:text=The%20signs%20and%20symptoms%20of,The
http://www.nrgoncology.org/Home/News/Post/an-overview-of-burnout-syndrome#:~:text=The%20signs%20and%20symptoms%20of,The


depending solely on our own strength” – a misplaced trust that our efforts alone must sustain everything

.  This  self-reliance can lead us to ignore God’s  built-in rhythms of  work and rest  until  we collapse.

Understanding these symptoms and causes is the first step in addressing burnout; the next step is to see

what God says about rest.

The Biblical Call to Rest

Scripture  makes  it  clear  that  rest  is  not  a  luxury,  but  a  divine  gift  and  command.  From  the  very

beginning, God established a pattern of work and rest. After six days of creation, “on the seventh day God

rested from all His work” (Genesis 2:2-3). He then gifted humanity the Sabbath – a holy day set aside to

cease  labor  and  be  refreshed  (Exodus  20:8-10).  This  rhythm  isn’t  about  legalism;  as  Jesus  said,  “The

Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath” (Mark 2:27). In other words, God designed regular

rest for our benefit – to restore us physically and spiritually.

Throughout the Bible, God invites the weary to find rest in Him. One of the most comforting passages is

Jesus’ invitation in Matthew 11:28-30:  “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you

rest…you will find rest for your souls.” Here, Christ speaks to anyone weighed down by life – promising that in

close relationship (“yoke”) with Him, we find rest deep in our souls. This is not just sleep or vacation, but a

profound replenishment that God alone can provide. Similarly, God spoke through Jeremiah, “I will refresh

the weary and satisfy the faint” ( Jeremiah 31:25), showing His heart to rejuvenate those at the end of

their rope.

Importantly,  the Bible emphasizes that  rest is an act of trust.  We often burn out by trying to control

everything or never pausing from work. But God calls us to  “be still, and know that I am God” (Psalm

46:10). Choosing to rest – whether taking a day off, saying “no” to an extra commitment, or spending quiet

time in prayer – requires trusting that the world will keep turning in God’s hands if we step back. In ancient

Israel, observing the Sabbath year (letting fields lie fallow every seventh year) was a huge act of trust in

God’s provision. Likewise, for us, resting can feel risky when we’re addicted to busyness or pressured by

demands. Yet,  when we trust and obey God’s rhythm of rest, He promises to meet our needs. As an

example, Mark 6:31 recounts that Jesus urged His busy disciples to “Come away by yourselves to a quiet place

and rest a while,” recognizing that constant activity, even in ministry, was unsustainable. If the Son of God

regularly withdrew from crowds to pray and recharge (Luke 5:16), surely we too need regular pauses to

reconnect with our Father.

Furthermore, nowhere does the Bible say our worth comes from ceaseless work. Our value is in being

God’s beloved children, not in our productivity. Work is good (Colossians 3:23), but overwork that leads to

burnout is not God’s desire. The prophet Elijah provides a vivid example: after great achievements, Elijah fell

into despair and exhaustion, essentially a burnout episode (1 Kings 19:4). How did God respond? Not with

chastisement, but with tender care – sending an angel with food and letting Elijah sleep, then gently re-

commissioning him. This story illustrates that God understands our frailty.  He knows we need rest and

renewal when we have come to the end of ourselves.
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Signs of Burnout in Life and Faith

How do you know if you’re experiencing burnout? Many of the signs have both a human and a spiritual

dimension. Consider the following signs, which may indicate burnout is taking hold:

Persistent Exhaustion: You feel tired all the time – even after sleep or a weekend off. There is a

deep weariness that coffee or a single night’s rest can’t fix. In spiritual terms, you might feel drained

in your prayer life as well. (The Bible acknowledges this state: “Even youths grow tired and weary” –

Isaiah 40:30). 

Cynicism and Detachment: You’ve become negative, cynical, or callous about work or people you

used to care about. Perhaps you feel numb or apathetic – going through the motions without

passion. For a Christian, this might manifest as growing indifferent to serving, avoiding people, or

withdrawing from fellowship. You may catch yourself thinking thoughts like “What’s the point?” or

“No one appreciates what I do.” 

Reduced Performance or Effectiveness: Tasks that you used to handle well now feel overwhelming.

You suspect you’re doing a poor job at work or ministry, and you struggle to concentrate or find

creativity. You might procrastinate or drop commitments because you just can’t cope. This can be

discouraging when you’re used to being competent. It echoes the “reduced personal accomplishment”

dimension researchers identify in burnout . 

Irritability and Emotional Outbursts: Small things set you off. When we’re burned out, our

emotional fuse is short – you might snap at loved ones or coworkers, or find yourself often on the

verge of tears. There can be a loss of the joy and patience that are marks of the Spirit-filled life. If you

notice Galatians 5:22’s fruits (like joy, kindness) are lacking consistently, it may be a red flag that

you’re running on empty. 

Avoidance of Spiritual Practices: One telling sign for a Christian is when activities that normally

sustain you spiritually – prayer, reading Scripture, attending church – have been pushed aside or feel

burdensome. Instead of drawing near to God for strength, you might avoid Him, perhaps out of

frustration or feeling unworthy. (The psalmist’s cry, “Why are you downcast, O my soul?” in Psalm 42

hints at this spiritual discouragement.) Burnout can make God seem distant, when in reality He

hasn’t moved – but our frayed state dulls our awareness of His presence. 

Feeling Overwhelmed and Alone: You sense that everything depends on you, and there’s no one

to help. This is often a distorted perception, but it feels real when you’re burned out. Elijah felt he

was the only faithful one left (1 Kings 19:10) – burnout can trap us in a false narrative that “I’m alone

in this; I have to carry it all.” In ministry or family life, this might mean you haven’t delegated or asked

for help, and you feel crushed by the load. 

If several of these resonate with you, it may be time to take burnout seriously. Recognize that God cares

about your well-being —  “God sees your effort, but He also cares about your health, your heart, and your

wholeness,” as one Christian leader noted . Feeling constant exhaustion or losing the joy of salvation

is not the abundant life Jesus intends for you (John 10:10). The Lord invites you to come to Him honestly

with these burdens. 
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Bible Verses for Rest and Renewal

When you’re burnt out, turn to God’s Word as a balm for your soul. The Bible is full of encouragement for

the overwhelmed, offering both comfort and direction. Here are some powerful Bible verses about rest,

strength, and renewal. Meditate on these scriptures and let their truth soak into your heart:

Matthew 11:28-30 – “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest… you will

find rest for your souls.” ( Jesus promises that when we come to Him and walk in step with Him, we

receive true rest deep within.) Matthew 11:28-30

Isaiah 40:28-31 – “The Lord is the everlasting God… He will not grow tired or weary… He gives strength to

the weary and increases the power of the weak… Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.

They will soar on wings like eagles.” (God never tires, and He generously restores strength to those

who trust in Him.) Isaiah 40:28-31

Psalm 23:1-3 – “The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing… He makes me lie down in green pastures, He

leads me beside quiet waters, He refreshes my soul.” (God, our Shepherd, lovingly provides rest and

renewal when we follow Him.) Psalm 23:1-3

Psalm 62:5-6 – “Yes, my soul, find rest in God; my hope comes from Him. Truly He is my rock and my

salvation; He is my fortress, I will not be shaken.” (A reminder to direct our soul to find rest in God

alone, who stabilizes us.) Psalm 62:5-6

Mark 6:31 – “Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance

to eat, [ Jesus] said to them, ‘Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.’” (Even amid

urgent needs, Jesus tells His disciples to pause and rest with Him – a model for us.) Mark 6:31

Psalm 46:10 – “Be still, and know that I am God.” (A command to pause our striving and remember

God’s sovereignty. Stillness is presented not as unproductive, but as an act of faith.) Psalm 46:10

1 Peter 5:7 – “Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you.” (We don’t need to carry anxiety

alone; God invites us to hand over our cares to Him, trusting His fatherly care.) 1 Peter 5:7

Philippians 4:6-7 – “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God… will guard your hearts and your minds

in Christ Jesus.” (Instead of stewing in stress, we’re encouraged to pray about everything. God’s peace

is promised to guard us when we do so.) Philippians 4:6-7

Exodus 33:14 – “The Lord replied, ‘My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.’” (God personally

accompanies us and grants rest, as He assured Moses. We are not facing our journey alone.) 

Exodus 33:14

Hebrews 4:9-11 – “There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God… Let us, therefore, make

every effort to enter that rest.” (The New Testament echoes the importance of entering God’s rest –

ultimately through faith in Christ, we cease from our own works and rest in His completed work. This

also encourages a rhythm of rest in our lives as God’s people.) Hebrews 4:9-11

Take time to read and even memorize some of these verses that speak to you. Let them remind you that

God sees your struggle and offers hope. As Isaiah 40 said,  God “gives strength to the weary.”  These

promises are like spiritual nutrients for a depleted soul. When you feel burnout closing in, return to these

scriptures. Pray them back to God: for instance, “Lord, You promised to give rest to the weary – I come to

You now for that rest.” God’s Word has a healing effect, renewing our minds with truth (Romans 12:2) and

rekindling our trust in God’s character and care.
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Overcoming Burnout: Practical Steps for Christians

While spiritual renewal is foundational, recovering from burnout typically requires  practical changes as

well. Faith and action go hand in hand (James 2:17). Below are several practical steps to help overcome

burnout, all reinforced by biblical wisdom:

Prioritize Rest and Sabbath Rhythms: Make room in your schedule for regular rest. This includes a

daily rhythm (adequate sleep each night, and short breaks to pause and pray during the day) and a

weekly rhythm (taking one day off from work or hectic duties to truly rest in the Lord). Protect this

sabbath time as sacred. Use it for worship, gentle activities that recharge you, and time with loved

ones. God commanded a day of rest for good reason (Exodus 20:9-10) – our bodies and spirits need

it. By deliberately resting, you are practicing trust in God. It may feel difficult to disconnect from

responsibilities, but remember Jesus’ words:  “Seek first His kingdom and righteousness, and all these

things will be given to you as well” (Matthew 6:33). When you put God’s principles first (like resting as

He said), He will take care of the “things” that concern you. Try implementing an “electronic Sabbath”

by shutting off work email/phone on your day off. Initially, you might feel anxious stepping away, but

over time you will likely notice your peace and joy increase as you align with God’s rhythm.

Reconnect with God Daily (Abide in Christ): Burnout often signals that our spiritual tank is low.

Intentionally draw near to God each day through prayer, Scripture reading, and worship – not out

of obligation, but to refuel your soul. Jesus used the analogy of a vine and branches: “If you remain in

me…and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing” ( John 15:5). In practical

terms, start your morning by casting your burdens on the Lord and asking for His strength for the

day. Take short “prayer breaks” when stressed. Listen to worship music that recenters your heart on

God’s  goodness.  As  you  abide  in  Christ,  He  replenishes  your  strength  and  guides  your  steps,

preventing the “output” of your work from outpacing the “input” of His grace . Many believers

find that journaling prayers or meditating on a single verse throughout the day helps keep them

spiritually hydrated. The key is consistency – make communion with God as non-negotiable as any

meeting or task, because it is your lifeline. When we stay connected to the Vine, our work becomes

“more fruitful and less frantic,” and we remember we’re not carrying life’s load alone .

Evaluate and Simplify Your Commitments: Take a hard look at everything on your plate. Are you

doing more than God has actually asked of you? Sometimes we get burned out by saying “yes” to too

many good things. Pray for wisdom to  discern your priorities. It can help to write down all your

responsibilities and ask God: which of these are truly my assignments in this season, and which can

be let  go or delegated? Recall  Moses in Exodus 18 – he was trying to singlehandedly judge the

disputes of all Israel from morning till night. His father-in-law Jethro warned him,  “What you are

doing is  not good… You will  surely wear yourself  out,  both you and these people” (Exodus

18:17-18).  Moses wisely took that advice and delegated tasks to others,  preventing burnout and

benefiting everyone. In the same way, you may need to set healthy boundaries and learn that it’s

okay to say “no” sometimes. Not every need or opportunity is God’s will for you personally to fulfill.

Galatians 6:5 reminds us each should carry our own load – meaning we’re responsible for what God

assigns us – while Galatians 6:2 also says to  “bear one another’s burdens,” meaning heavier loads

should be shared in community. We are meant to share the work of ministry and life together, not be

lone rangers. Practically, simplifying might mean cutting back on overtime, pausing a volunteer role

for a season, or declining some social engagements to safeguard recovery time. It can be humbling

to admit our limits, but it opens the door for others to step up and for God to work in their lives too.
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Remember, when the apostles were overwhelmed in the early church, they appointed deacons to

handle certain duties so they wouldn’t burn out (Acts 6:2-4). Your limits are not weaknesses; they

are signals that you need God’s help and other people’s help.

Embrace Self-Care without Guilt: Far from being selfish, self-care is actually stewardship of the

body and mind God gave you. The Bible teaches that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit (1

Corinthians 6:19), and we are to care for it as such. Make sure you are getting adequate sleep and

nutrition.  Physical  exhaustion can heavily  fuel  burnout.  Regular exercise,  even simple walks,  can

improve your mood and stress resilience. Don’t overlook hobbies and activities that bring you joy

and relaxation – whether it’s enjoying nature, reading a book, painting, or spending time with close

friends. These are not wasted time; they are part of God’s design to refresh you. Jesus Himself took

time  to  share  meals,  attend  weddings,  and  enjoy  friendships.  Nourish  your  soul with  what

replenishes you: perhaps you connect with God on a hike or find peace in gardening. Schedule these

life-giving activities into your week. Laughter and play are also therapeutic; “a cheerful heart is good

medicine” (Proverbs  17:22).  If  you  struggle  with  feeling  guilty  when resting  or  doing  something

“unproductive,” remind yourself that God  wants you to enjoy the gifts He’s given and regain your

strength. In fact, attempting to serve Him while neglecting your own well-being can backfire – you’ll

have less to offer others. As one article put it, some burnout arises when we “fail to accept His rest

and love…instead martyring ourselves on the altar of pleasing others” .  True self-care accepts

God’s love for you as His child, not just as a worker. Give yourself permission to pause and refuel;

you’ll be able to give much more in the long run.

Seek Support and Community: You are not meant to walk through struggles alone. Opening up

to a trusted friend, mentor, or small group at church about your burnout can provide tremendous

relief. Others can pray for you, share their similar experiences, and help carry your burden (Galatians

6:2). Sometimes just voicing your feelings to someone empathetic breaks the power of isolation and

lies (like “I’m the only one” or “I must be failing as a Christian to feel this way”). Consider identifying a

“Barnabas”  in  your  life  –  someone  who  encourages  you  in  faith  –  and  let  them  know  you’re

struggling.  God often uses His people to be His hands and feet to us.  Don’t  hesitate to ask for

practical help as well: maybe a family member can watch the kids for an afternoon so you can rest,

or a coworker can assist with a project. Humility in asking for help is hard, but it lightens the load. If

burnout is affecting your spiritual life, consider reaching out to a pastor or a mature believer for

counsel and prayer. James 5:16 advises us to confess our struggles to one another and pray for each

other so we may be healed. There is healing in the prayers and support of community. Additionally,

reading biographies or testimonies of other Christians who overcame burnout can be encouraging –

you realize you’re not alone in this battle. For instance, well-known pastors, missionaries, and even

biblical  figures experienced dark seasons of  exhaustion but came through by God’s  grace.  Their

stories often show that  burnout is not the end of  your effectiveness;  it  can be a turning point

toward healthier faith and life.

Remember Your Identity and Calling in Christ: Burnout can distort how we see ourselves, often

through the lens of failure or inadequacy. It’s crucial to re-anchor your identity in what  God says

about you, not your performance. You are God’s beloved (1 John 3:1), redeemed and valuable apart

from any role or task. Take time to remind yourself of the gospel: that Christ’s love for you is not

based on how much you do. Sometimes burnout comes from trying to prove ourselves or earn love

through achievement – a form of striving that is exhausting and theologically unsound. Reflect on

Ephesians 2:8-10, which says we are saved by grace, created for good works which God prepared in
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advance. This means He has a specific plan for you, and you don’t have to do everything. Refocus

on what God has actually called you to do, and let go of the rest. One helpful exercise is to write

a  personal  mission  statement  or  revisit  the  passions  God  originally  gave  you.  What  activities

energize you and align with your God-given gifts? Are there tasks you’ve taken on mainly due to

others’ expectations or your own pride? Realigning your life with your true calling (and pruning away

extraneous duties) can rekindle motivation and reduce burnout. As Hebrews 12:1 encourages, “let us

throw off everything that hinders… and run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes

on Jesus.” You have a specific race to run – not someone else’s race – and Jesus is both your example

and source of strength. Consider what “hindrances” you might need to offload to run freely again.

To  illustrate  these  steps  in  action,  consider  a  real-world  example  of  recovery:  A  Christian  non-profit

manager (we’ll call her Jane) realized she was burnt out when she started dreading work she used to love.

She was constantly fatigued, had trouble sleeping, and felt  numb toward the ministry’s outcomes. Jane

scored in the high range on a burnout inventory, and her initial depression questionnaire score indicated

moderate  depression.  Recognizing  the  need  for  change,  she  informed  her  board  and  took  a  4-week

sabbatical. During that time, she rested – truly rested – by disconnecting from work emails, sleeping 8–9

hours a night, and spending unhurried time with God each morning. She also met weekly with a Christian

counselor to talk through her stress and learned better boundary-setting skills (like not checking emails

after dinner and delegating tasks to her team). She incorporated an evening walk and Bible meditation into

her routine to wind down. By the end of the month, Jane’s energy had markedly improved: she reported

feeling about  80% restored. On a follow-up burnout assessment, her scores for exhaustion and cynicism

had halved from their previous levels. Importantly, she rediscovered joy in her calling –  “I feel like myself

again,” she said. She returned to work with a new schedule that included a true day off each week and

devotional breaks, and her colleagues noticed a big change in her demeanor. This example shows that with

intentional adjustments and God’s help, recovery is possible. The turnaround didn’t happen overnight,

and Jane continues to be vigilant about her limits, but she’s now serving with a sustainable pace and a

deeper reliance on God’s strength rather than her own.

Embracing Help: Faith and Modern Medicine Together

Sometimes burnout and its cousin, clinical depression, can reach a level where additional help is not just

advisable  but  necessary.  As  Christians,  we might  wonder,  “Shouldn’t  I  just  pray  more or  have more faith

instead of seeking professional help?” It’s critical to understand that  seeking help is not a lack of faith; it

can be an expression of faith — faith that God can work through the wisdom and skills He has given to

doctors,  therapists,  and others.  There is  a growing recognition in the Christian community that mental

health care and spiritual  care go hand in hand. In fact,  there is  no biblical  evidence that therapy or

counseling is wrong for a believer . The Bible extols wisdom and counsel: “The way of fools seems right to

them, but the wise listen to advice” (Proverbs 12:15). Many times God provides guidance and healing through

other people, including trained counselors and medical professionals. 

If you find that your burnout has progressed to serious depression or anxiety – for instance, you’re unable

to  function  in  daily  life,  having  panic  attacks,  or  feeling  hopeless  –  please  consider  reaching out  to  a

Christian counselor or a mental health professional. Therapy can provide practical tools to manage stress,

process trauma or grief that may be contributing to your burnout, and help you develop healthier thought

patterns.  A  therapist  (especially  one  who  respects  your  faith)  can  be  like  a  personal  coach  for  your

emotional and mental well-being. Far from being unbiblical, this aligns with Scripture’s encouragement to

seek  wise  counsel.  God  Himself  is  called  the  “Wonderful  Counselor”  (Isaiah  9:6),  and  He  often  works
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through human counselors  as  instruments  of  His  comfort  and wisdom.  Sometimes,  a  few sessions  of

counseling can bring clarity and relief by helping you identify underlying issues – perhaps you’re dealing

with perfectionism rooted in childhood, or unresolved church hurt, etc. Bringing these into the light with a

counselor can set you on a path to healing that prayer alone might not achieve if we’re too overwhelmed to

pray effectively. A Christian therapist can also integrate prayer and scripture into the process, but even a

competent non-Christian therapist can provide help in alignment with biblical principles (like encouraging

forgiveness, rest, reframing negative thinking, etc.) .

In addition to counseling, medical support may be appropriate in some cases. High levels of burnout can

lead to clinical depression or anxiety disorders that have a biological component. Taking medication for a

season – such as an antidepressant to correct a serotonin imbalance – can provide the lift needed to fully

engage in spiritual and lifestyle changes. This is analogous to taking insulin for diabetes or blood pressure

medication for hypertension.  It’s  not an either/or between prayer and pills;  often,  prayer  and medical

intervention together bring the best outcome. Remember, Luke (the author of one of the Gospels and

Acts) was a physician (Colossians 4:14), and the apostle Paul advised Timothy to take a little wine for his

stomach ailment (1 Timothy 5:23) – essentially a medicinal remedy of the day. These examples show that

using practical medicine was not shunned by early Christians. If you are hesitant, pray for God to lead you

to a knowledgeable, compassionate doctor. A physician can evaluate if your fatigue or mood issues have an

underlying physical cause (thyroid issues, vitamin deficiencies, etc. can mimic burnout) and recommend

appropriate treatment. In some cases, treating those issues can greatly improve your symptoms. 

It’s  worth  noting  that  many  Christians  have  testified  to  the  benefit  of  combining  faith  with

professional  help.  One  Christian  resource  states:  “For  those  with  a  particularly  high  level  of  burnout,

refreshment  may  include  obtaining  medical  support  and  drastically  altering  life  activities.  Others  may  find

refreshment through seeing a counselor.”  In other words, alongside spiritual refreshment in Christ, God

might use therapy, medication, or lifestyle changes as part of His answer to your prayers for relief. There

should be no shame in this. If you broke your leg, you’d pray for healing and go to the hospital for a cast.

Likewise, for a “broken” spirit or mind, we pray and seek the care God has made available. 

When  considering  therapy  or  medication,  involve  God  in  the  process:  pray  for  guidance,  ask  trusted

spiritual mentors for recommendations of Christian counselors or reputable doctors, and continue to bathe

the whole situation in prayer. Use discernment and remember that any  true healing comes from God,

whether it’s through a miracle or through medicine. By embracing help, you are positioning yourself to get

better so you can once again serve God with vigor and joy. Taking care of your mental health is a form of

honoring God with your whole being,  fulfilling the greatest commandment to love Him with all  your

heart, soul, mind, and strength (Mark 12:30). Sometimes that means investing time in therapy or rest so

that your mind and soul can be well.

Conclusion: Rest for Your Soul

If you are battling burnout, take heart: burnout is not the end of your story. God’s desire for you is life,

peace, and joy in Him. Jesus Christ offers a kind of rest that goes beyond mere physical relaxation – “rest for

your  souls” (Matthew 11:29).  As  a  senior  theologian and pastor  would  remind you,  your worth is  not

defined by your productivity or how much you can bear. It is defined by God’s love for you, proven at the

cross. He invites you to come to Him, releases you from the heavy yoke of self-reliance, and asks you to take

on His yoke, which is easy and light. What is Jesus’ yoke? It is essentially walking in partnership with Him,

letting Him carry the heaviest part of every burden while you match pace with His grace.
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In practical terms, overcoming burnout will likely be a journey. It involves adjusting habits, renewing your

mind with God’s truth, and maybe making significant life changes. But you are not alone in this journey –

the Lord is with you every step (“My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest,” God promised –

Exodus 33:14). Psalm 23 paints a beautiful picture of what God wants to do for you: He makes you lie down

in green pastures (provides rest), He leads you beside still waters (peace), and He restores your soul. Let

Him restore you. Sometimes the most spiritual thing you can do is to take a nap, have a nourishing meal,

or laugh with a friend, trusting that God is ministering to you in those simple moments. 

Also, remember that burnout can be a catalyst for growth. It can strip away false ideas (like “I have to do

it all”) and drive you into a deeper dependency on God’s strength. The Apostle Paul, who faced extreme

pressures, wrote, “We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure… But this happened that we

might not rely on ourselves but on God” (2 Corinthians 1:8-9). Your experience of burnout can similarly teach

you to rely on God in new ways. It can lead you to healthier patterns that actually increase your long-term

fruitfulness. In God’s economy, rest and fruitfulness go hand in hand – when you abide in Him and rest

when needed, you ultimately accomplish more of eternal value than when you feverishly strive on your

own. 

Finally,  allow yourself  to  receive God’s  grace.  You may feel  frustrated or guilty  for  feeling burned out

(“Shouldn’t I be stronger? Other Christians seem to handle so much.”). Dismiss those accusatory thoughts;

they are not from your loving Father. The Lord deals gently with His worn-out children. “A bruised reed He will

not break, and a smoldering wick He will not snuff out” (Isaiah 42:3). If your flame is flickering, God’s plan is not

to quench it but to rekindle it. He specializes in renewing strength:  “Those who hope in the Lord will renew

their strength” (Isaiah 40:31).  Hope in Him – place your trust in His promises and His character. Take the

practical steps you can, and trust God with the outcomes you can’t control.

In time, as you follow these principles, you will feel the fog of burnout begin to lift. The joy of salvation will

return to your heart (Psalm 51:12). You’ll find yourself able to smile, to serve, to love, and to worship with

genuine energy again.  You’ll  have a testimony to share of how God brought you through the valley of

exhaustion into green pastures. A deep, joyful life with Jesus is possible again, and perhaps even richer

on  the  other  side  of  burnout  because  you’ll  have  learned  to  live  in  God’s  strength.  Remember  Jesus’

promise: “Come to Me... you will find rest for your souls.” That is His heart for you. Take His hand, step by step,

and enter into the rest He provides.
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